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“On a summer vacation in 1940 he came to Petoskey Michigan and met Edmund Dean of the Petoskey
Northern Auto. He sold Red a green 1940 Ford Sedan off the showroom floor and convinced him to
move to Petoskey. Just up the street, on the corner of Mitchell and Petoskey Street, he met Elva Louise
Johnson at what became the Firestone Store owned by Edmund Dean. At that time, it was called the
"Pie Shop.” Elva Johnson, a pretty big-eyed girl was smitten with him. On that particular day he left a
hundred-dollar tip by his coffee cup. Not long after their whirlwind romance the two married in
Charlevoix, Michigan.”

“It wasn’t long after when “Red” left Northern Auto to go into business with Matt Doyle, the owner of
the local Standard Oil Company. They named the business Petoskey Paint & Body Shop. It was then he
met Harry Parker of Parker Motor Freight who was located in their same building (the former Hooker’s
Laundry and Cleaners) on the corner of Petoskey and Michigan Streets. Time flew, and Red and his wife,
Elva became the proud parents of a little girl they nick-named Punky. Soon after she became the
recipient of (neighbour) John Parker’s highchair, stool, and finally, Harry Parker's 1940 Ford Business
Man’s Coupe. Red later bought out business partner Matt and built a new shop in the same location
next door.”

“Mr. Seldon was popular with many of the teenagers in town who wanted their cars customized. He
would let them help him in the shop to make the work they wanted affordable. An artist and inventor at
heart, Red did this for many of the areas young people including Bob Hogan’s snazzy yellow roadster
with the wooden red-spoked tires and a rumble seat in which Punky would ride. It originally belonged to
Red and Elva. Some of the boys he helped with cars were Phillip Pemberton, son of Leo Pemberton, and
John, the son of Fred Reusch, the jeweler. Mr. Seldon also became friends with Bernie and Bennie the
founders of Boyne Falls Cabins (now the well-known Town and Country Log Homes) who moved to US
131 just outside of Petoskey. Red ended up with a display model of their cabins and rustic fencing on the
corner of Petoskey and State Street.”

“Mr. Seldon and his wife spent winters in the city of Petoskey, and during the summer months and often
into autumn, they lived on the waters edge of Pickerel Lake (Trails End) where they held get-togethers
all summer long with guests that included many of the area’s professionals and children of Petoskey’s
pioneers. Red replaced the olive-green US Army Tents eventually, and built a nice little cabin along the
long shore line. (Punky got a raise out of him when she called it a "cobbled up shack’). It was a term he
himself had jokingly used, but he didn't want anyone else saying it. Mr. Thompson, an elderly friend who
was a carpenter and, in a wheelchair, had helped him build it. In the late 1950s or early 1960s the
property was sold and Red moved "the cabin” he built (across from Camp Petosego) to a small 20 some
acre “Gentleman’s Farm” that was located on Pickerel Lake Road and Seldon Road (the road eventually
was named after him). The cabin survived the years until about 2015 when it was sold and torn down.
Many in the family were sad to see it finally torn down, but its time was way past due.

Even though he may have seemed gruff at times, Red leaned toward being a refined “English
gentleman.”" And that’s how he was raised as a child among a distinguished family in Canada. And when
he grew old, he still retrained that quality: strong, noble, but totally unpretentious. People loved him,
and enjoyed his colorful stories and often became the recipient of his kind and charitable acts—he was
always first to step up and help others whenever possible. It was not unusual for him to stop and help
people stranded on the road with a broken-down car—take them to his home or cabin—provide a meal
and a place to sleep.”

Elva was born in Petoskey, the daughter of Hilda Marie and Otto Johnson. Her mother died when she
was thirteen years old. At that time, she took over the cooking and usual household duties her mother
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