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The Elliotts of Devon and Oxford County

William Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family
Second Revision: April 2025

Preface: William was the second son and sixth oldest child of John and Mary Elliott. To review their
lives in Devon, the trip to Canada and their life here, refer to

Book 1
The Devonshire Elliott/Seldon/Prouse/Hamlyn/Wilson Families of 1843 Ingersoll and surrounding
townships
IRC — Ingersoll Rural Cemetery
Con — Concession
Table of Contents: Chapter 1
William Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family Tree Pg 2
William Elliott and Eliza Rogers History Pg 3-28
William Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family Tree Pg 29

Book 7 has been written in a slightly different manner. Where as in other books, all the family is
included in a single book, the William Elliott family has been divided into chapters. The reason is that
this family is my personal line and | have more information available to me.

Chapter 2-2 Son John Rogers Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family

Chapter 2-3 Daughter Mary Jane, Son William and Son Thomas and Elizabeth Hanson Family
Chapter 2-4 Daughter Mary Ann, Son Edwin and wife Ada Elliott Family

Chapter 2-5 Son Edgar Elliott and Jane Weldon

Chapter 2-6 Daughter Josephine Elliott and William Toule Family

Chapter 2 -7 Daughter Melissa Elliott and Andrew Paterson Family
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Hulda Elliott

Who is Hulda Elliott? Censuses show that she and William were married. It is thought she was born in
Ontario but there is census proof her father was from N Brunswick and her mother New York State. |
have tried numerous times with the Canadian census search tools to find a Hulda or Huldah but to no
avail. It appears that William and Hulda knew each other when they both lived in Ontario as they
immigrated to Minnesota in the same year. Was she an Ingersoll resident or from Hueon County? They
were not young when they left for the US. He was about 45 years old and she was 39 years old at the
time. Her age fluctuates depending on the census record year.

There are a couple of possible explanations.

1. Eliza got a divorce from William. This was not common in the 1860s as a divorce was seen as a
source of scorn. Did Eliza purposely lie on her 1870 census that she was still married because of
the shame and stigma it would create for the family? Did Eliza have an excuse for her missing
husband? Did the children know and held the secret? In the 1880 census she listed herself as
widowed. She was not.

2. Did William run out on the family? If so, what a rapscallion! How completely did he disappear
and why? His whereabouts was known to brother Thomas and probably the family core. Was he
the family secret? Did he leave his nuclear family destitute? He still owned Broken Front
Concession, Lot 15 with his brothers in Centerville (outside Ingersoll) and the mortgage on the
50 acres in Goderich Township after he left. Were the proceeds of these sales for the family?
He was not a wealthy land baron in Minnesota but would acquire farm acreage via federal
grants. Finding William created more questions than answers.

For the fourth time, William cleared land and built a shanty when he moved to 1866 Minnesota.
In 1866 he would have been an original pioneer in the township of Benton, Minn.

The Benton County Historical Society described Alberta Township in 1865 as thus:

“Alberta lies hi (sic) the northeast portion of the county, and has an area of 46,080 acres, of which 367
are under cultivation. The surface is slightly undulating, and chiefly covered with timber. The soil is a dark
loam and quite productive. The town is watered by the Elk and St. Francis rivers, the sources of which are
within its boundaries, and the west branch of the Rum River, which crosses the northeastern part. Along
these river bottoms there is a large acreage of hay meadows, the low land, in many places, extending far
into the timber.

The first settlers in this town were J. B. Abbott and C. A. Gilman, but the exact date of their arrival cannot
be ascertained. The oldest settler in the western portion of the town is Winslow Pappenfus, who settled
on section thirty-four, with his parents, in March, 1865. The oldest settler in the eastern part of the town
is William Wipper, who settled on section thirty, in 1868. These are the oldest settlers now living here,
although others had made claims earlier, only to be abandoned after a short stay. Among other early
settlers are William Orcott and George W. Burtield, both of whom are now residents of the town.”

William’s arrival in 1866 would have meant they arrived only a few years after the first settlers in this
region. American history was also playing a role in William’s life. Between 1860-1865 the US Civil War
was in full force. Minnesota was not immune to the call for soldiers. Being a non-US citizen at the time
and newly arrived, William did not participate. However, the Minnesota regiments were not called upon
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