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Chapter 2-1: Oldest son of William Elliott and Eliza Rogers 
Revised June 2024 

 

John Rogers Elliott 
 
B 27 Jun 1841   Marwood Parish, Devon (either in the  
village of Prixford Barton or Muddiford) 
D 15 Nov 1912 Port Huron, Mi.  Buried IRC 
 
Spouse: Elizabeth “Betsy” Johnson 
B likely 17 Feb 1848   Centerville, W Oxford Ont. 
D 05 Jan 1885 North Oxford Lot 15 Con 3 during 
childbirth    
Buried IRC 
M 20 Sept 1864 Centerville, W Oxford Ont. 
 
Spouse:  Phoebe Ann Thorn nee: Ward 
B 1842 Norwich, Ont. 
D 20 Mar 1892 N Oxford township, Ont. Buried IRC 
M 29 Sept 1886 Beachville, Ont. Downing house – now 
Beachville Museum 
 
Spouse:  Rosina Gettler (Getler) nee Day 
B 03 Apr 1852 E Nissouri Township Oxford Co. 
D 10 Feb 1921 Port Huron, Mi.  Buried Zion Cemetery Thamesford.   
M 03 Apr 1895 Ingersoll, Ont. 
 

 
Children: 
 
Henrietta (Hattie)  B 25 Aug 1865 Centerville  D 15 Feb 1944 “Riverside” Beachville, Ont. 
 
Eliza Rosenia (Rose)  B 25 Dec 1868 N. Oxford  D 19 Mar 1965 Pt Huron, Mi. 
 
Ellen Victoria (Helen)  B 13 July 1871 N. Oxford  D 01 Sept 1947 Beachville, Ont. 
 
John Arthur   B 31 Aug 1874 N. Oxford  D 08 Jan 1961 Detroit, Mi. 
 
Albert James  B 31 Mar 1877 N. Oxford D 20 Dec 1950 Lot 19 Con 2 N Oxford 
 
Melissa Jane (Maggie) B 09 Sept 1879 N. Oxford D unknown Plymouth/Detroit, Mi. 
 
Frederick Edwin  B May 1882 N. Oxford   D 21 Oct 1883 North Oxford * 
*Buried with parents in IRC. 
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John Rogers Elliott Family Tree 
(Oldest son of William Elliott and Eliza Rogers) 

                                                                                   Spouse 1                   Spouse 2                  Spouse 3 

John Rogers  
Elliott 

1839 - 1912 

Eliza 
Rosenia (Rose) 

Elliott 
1868 - 1965 

Ellen Victoria 
(Helen) 
Elliott 

1871 -1947 

Henry Dodd 
1877 – 19? 

Grant 
Burdette 

Defoe 
1880 - 1939 

Albert James 
Elliott 

1877 - 1950 

Alex Smith 
1872 - 1964 

Elizabeth 
(Betsy) 

Johnson 
1845 - 1885 

Henrietta 
Elliott 

1865 - 1944 

John Arthur 
Elliott 

1874 - 1961 

Maude 
Cutriss 

1877 - 1969 

Mellisa Jane 
(Maggie) 

Elliott 
1879 – 196? 

Frederick 
Edwin 
Elliott 

1882 - 1883 

Elizabeth 
Johnson 

1845 - 1885 

“Katy” 
Rosanna 

Thompson 
1813 - 1886 

William 
Thompson 

1788 - 1831  
 

Elizabeth 

Orpha Myrtle 
Amelia 

Withrow 
1881 - 1960 

Pheobe 
Thorn 

1842 - 1892 

Rosina 
Gettler 

1852 - 1921 

Charles 
Mapes 

1865 – 1927 

John 
Downing 

1848 - 1938 

Euhil Wilson 
Clark 

1860 - 1919 

Levi 
Johnson 

1808 - 1883 

Trueman 
Johnson 

17? - 1812 

Sarah 
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John Rogers Elliott (commonly known as JR Elliott) was born in Marwood Parish, Devon.  The original 
Devon tithe map shows his grandfather, John Elliott, and family living in two locations: Prixford Barton 
farm and a house in Muddiford.  I suspect that JR was born in one of those locations. 
 
 
 
 

 
At the age of two, he was the youngest traveler of the Elliott group that migrated in 1843.  It appears he 
came over with his father William and mother Eliza Rogers as per the Devon Emigration list of 1843 that 
was compiled by English genealogists and noted in patriarch John Elliott’s family chapter.  There is some 
speculation that his mother and father did not accompany that main family core but perhaps came over 
on a separate ship.  His uncle John Jr. appears to have been in the Scarboro region for several years 
before the rest of the family arrived. 
 
J R Elliott birth registration 1841.  Marwood Parish Devonshire 
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Lists of Elliott’s that travelled to Canada from Devon in 1843: (Devon Emigration list) 
Highlighted in RED are known ancestors: 
 
 Name                         location          destination                     administrator 

Elliott Eliza Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

Elliott Harriet Bucks Mills Port Hope, Ontario Janet Few jfewhistory@gmail.com 

Elliott Henry Bucks Mills Port Hope, Ontario Janet Few jfewhistory@gmail.com 

Elliott James Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

Elliott John Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

Elliott John Bucks Mills Port Hope Ont. Janet Few jfewhistory@gmail.com 

Elliott John Hartland Ingersoll, Ontario D.F.H.S. journal   

Elliott Mary Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

Elliott Samuel Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

Elliott Thomas Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

Elliott W./Seldon Hartland Oxford, Ontario Joyce Groves ligroves@execulink.com 

Elliott William Marwood Ontario 1843 Raymond Blight devonian47@gmail.com 

 
                                                     Likely child J R Elliott 
 
“Elliott W/Seldon” is William (alias Elliott) Seldon that married JR’s aunt Marie and arrived in 1846. 
As noted in his JR’s grandfather’s bio, upon arrival and living in the Port Hope/Scarborough Ont. area, 
the family moved to Oxford Co.  When he arrived in Oxford County in 1844, the exact location where JR 
lived is not known.  Did he live with his grandfather and grandmother at Lot 7 of Concession 1 West 
Zorra township at the original family homestead?  Did his family build a shanty to live in while on the 
property?  Did his father and mother have a house nearby?  He likely moved with his parents William 
and Eliza to East Nissouri township as soon as they could secure property.  JR’s brother Thomas Gould 
Elliott was born in 1847 and his obituary lends credence to the fact that the family was living in East 
Nissouri at his birth. 
 

THOMAS G. ELLIOTT 

Death at noon on Saturday, May 5th, claimed one of Ingersoll's oldest pioneers in the person of 

Thomas G. Elliott. The deceased who was sin (sp) his 98th year, was born near Lakeside, E 

Nissouri. Chronicle  
 
As noted in JR’s father’s bio, JR can be found in the 1851 Upper Canada census as living in a shanty on 
his father’s 50-acre homestead of Lot 18 Con 11 in East Nissouri township in what is now the location of 
the village of Kintore.  Onland.ca Ontario records indicate the family was living on the E. Nissouri lot 
prior to 1850 before purchasing it.  Where they were living between 1844 and 1846 remains unknown. 
 
By the time of the 1851 census, JR was 11 years old.  Due to the deaths of 2 younger siblings as noted in 
his father William’s chapter, there was a large 7-year gap in ages between JR and his living younger 
siblings. 
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1851 Census of E Nissouri township 

 
 
JR likely worked on his father’s farm as a farm labourer.  No record was found to indicate he went to 
school but the 1861 census indicates that he was able to read and write. 
The Nissouri family farm was sold in 1856 according to Ontario deed records at Onland.ca.  At this point, 
William Elliott moved the family to Huron Co. to another homestead purchased in conjunction with 
William’s father John, also per Onland.ca.  However, JR did not accompany the rest of the family.  He 
would have been around 15 or 16 years old at the time.  Census records of 1861 show him as age 20 
living and working as a farm labourer on his uncle Thomas’ farm at Lot 15 Con 3 in North Oxford.  This 
farm lot would be the present day Cameuse Lime Co. open pit mine located north of the CNR tracks and 
east of the Ingersoll Rural Cemetery. 
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1861 Census of N. Oxford with JR living with his uncle Thomas and family. 

 
 
 
 
Ancestry.ca registration record of marriages  

So why did he not go with the family to Huron 
County?  It would only be speculation on my part 
as to why not.  His father did appear to be a loose 
cannon and perhaps there was a conflict between 
them.  Maybe he had his eye on his future bride, 
Elizabeth “Betsy” Johnson, who lived in the village 
of Centerville which lay across the meandering 
Thames River from his uncle Thomas’s farm.   
His father William abandoned the family in 1866 
and moved with another woman to Minnesota.  
His mother Eliza likely immediately moved her 
children back to Ingersoll and was found on the 
1871 census living in the town with her remaining 
children that still lived at home. 
JR and Elizabeth “Betsy” Johnson were married on 
20 Sept 1864.  He was 25 and she was 17.   
Of note in this marriage, JR was a Bible Christian 
Methodist and later referred to his religion as 
Salvation Army.  The Johnson’s were Baptists.  The 
marriage union of such divergent religious sects 

was not often seen in the 1860’s.  Later censuses listed Betsy as Methodist. 
 

 
Elizabeth “Betsy” Johnson, first wife and mother of the JR Elliott family 
 
Not much has been discovered about Betsy.  Her age is calculated on her tombstone to the day.  It 
appears she was born around the 17th of February 1848.  Betsy Johnson was born to Levi Johnson and 
“Katy” Rosanna Thompson of Centerville, Ont.  Rosanna was also known as Rosina and Rosenia.  Around 
1850 the township of W Oxford was divided into wards.  A brick school that Betsy would attend was 
built at that time on Broken Front Concession, Lot 15 about 6 chains length south of old highway 2 at 
Mill Rd.   
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My two times great Grandfather Levi Johnson Circa 1875 (courtesy Robert Johnson) 

 
Censuses mention that Levi was American born.  One of his 
son’s marriage records indicate he was born in New York 
State.  Betsy’s mother Rosenia was born in 1813 in or near St. 
Thomas, Elgin Co. Upper Canada (Ontario).  Betsy’s parents 
married in 1828 when Levi was 20 and Rosenia was 15 years 
old.  Levi’s 1828 marriage would have indicated that the 
Johnson’s were relatively early settlers in the Ingersoll region.  
They appear to have lived their entire lives in Centerville.  
During the early 1830s and 1840s, Centerville was competing 
with the future town of Ingersoll as the site of the main 
industrial center in the area.  Centerville came into existence 
in the 1790s, whereas Woodstock and Ingersoll did not see 
populations until the 1820s and 30s.  In its prime, Centerville 
had a grist mill, flour mill, a sawmill, a tannery, two 
blacksmiths and a fanning mill* 
*Fanning mills removed straw, chaff, stones, dirt and dust, weed seeds, 

and light immature seeds from wheat, oats, rye, barley, and other grains. 

   
                                                                                                   A fanning mill - Wikipedia 
 
Centerville occupied an area along todays Mill Street from Karn Rd north past old Highway 2 (now 
Beachville Rd) and continued north in West Oxford township up to the old Thames River edge, before it 
was diverted in the 1950s.  The river at that time would have meandered along about where the CNR 
tracks are today.  Up to the 1870s when the limestone kilns were first installed, Mill St. also continued to 
the north until it came to the original Thames water route.  Reynolds Creek used to run from the 
Centreville Pond to the original Thames riverway.  At the congruences of the creek and river was one of 
the oldest grist mills in southern Ontario.  JR Elliott’s uncle Thomas owned land north and south of the 
present Mill Rd and old Highway 2 intersection in the 1860s to 1870s.  It is likely that the Johnson family 
lived in the area.  Onland.ca records show the sale of Thomas Elliott and Levi Johnson properties at Lot 
15, Broken Front concession West Oxford in the Centerville area. 
 
There has been no record on the Onland.ca site to indicate that Levi bought land at Broken Front 
Concession Lot 15 West Oxford.  It could be speculated that the War of 1812 land grant that Levi’s 
mother Elizabeth received after his father Truman’s military death may have been the land in question.  
The story of Truman Johnson is noted farther into the family story. 
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Page 1 Johnson property transfers – Onland.ca 
                        Type of sale    Date signed      Date completed   Seller 

 

 
On the 31st of October 1877 there was a land ownership transfer from Thomas Elliott to the entire 
Johnson family.  This is a total of 10 acres of Lot 15 Broken Front Concession of W Oxford (Centreville - 
north of old Beachville Rd – Highway #2 road from Ingersoll to Beachville).  At the time, if women owned 
property, their husbands also had to be listed thus the references to “wife of” in the document.  A 
portion of this property was sold to the Credit Valley RR for right of way purposes for a new (and still 
existing) rail line. 
 
Thomas Elliott also sold 3 acres to Levi’s son and Betsy’s brother Thomas in 1866. 
 

 
 
“Bill of Sale   11 Oct, 1866   Thomas Elliott & wife to Thomas Johnson   5 acres” 
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Present day map with Johnson property of 1870s noted. 

 
 
 
 

Mill Street 
extension in 1860s: 

likely Johnson 
residence and T. 
Elliott property 

Transferred in 1877 

to Johnson family 

Centerville and Mill 

Street today 

River course today 
Ingersoll Rural 

Cemetery 

Thomas Elliott 200 
acre farm. 

 

Grand Trunk RR 
now CNR 

JR Elliott 2 acres beside rail 
line 1871-1890 

Water filled quarry 

pit 

Original Thames 

River course 
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�����š�•�Ç�[�•���(���š�Z���Œ���>���À�]���•�����u�������š�}�������������u���v���}�(���u���v�Ç���š���o���v�š�•�X�����s���Œ�]�}�µ�•�������v�•�µ�•es through the decades had him 
listed as a mechanic, carpenter, painter, and furniture maker.  Rosenia Thompson and Levi were married 
in 1828.  He died on the 17th of November 1883 and is buried in IRC.  Rosenia was born near St. Thomas, 
Ontario in 1813 and according to Ontario death records died the 21st of October 1886 of heart disease.  
Later in life, censuses indicated that Rosenia did not know how to write although husband Levi could.  
Rosenia was the daughter of Scotsman William Thompson and his wife Sarah.  It appears �Z�}�•�]�v���[�• 
mother Sarah died at a relatively young age and no gravesite has been found.  William lived out his life 
as a widower in St. Thomas Ont. until his death in 1871. 
 
� �̂µ���•�š���v�š�]���o�����À�]�����v�������Z���•���������v���(�}�µ�v�����}�(�������š�•�Ç�[�•���P�Œ���v���(���š�Z���Œ�����v�����u�Ç��three times great grandfather, 
Truman Johnson.  It appears that he was born in New York State.  His wife was named Elizabeth and she 
was likely American as well.  No birth date has been located for either.  He moved to Centerville in the 
�����Œ�o�Ç���í�ô�ì�ì�[�•�X����Interestingly, Truman was not long in Upper Canada when he fought for the Canadian side 
in the War of 1812 and died while on sentry duty around the time of the Battle of Queenstown Heights 
near Niagara Falls on the 13th October 1812.  I have gone through some Canadian government records 
���v�����(�}�µ�v���������Z�d�Œ�µ���u���v�[���:�}�Z�v�•�}�v���}�(���K�Æ�(�}�Œ�����š�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰���Z���À�]�v�P���������v�������‰�Œ�]�À���š�����]�v���š�Z�����K�Æ�(�}�Œ�����D�]�o�]�š�]���X�����d�Z����
records indicate he had died of disease while serving with the Militia.  His widow was Elizabeth Johnson.  
The fact that he served in the Oxford Brigade and his widow was named Elizabeth, which has been 
verified in a few Ancestry trees, are strong indicators that Trueman Johnson was �����š�•�Ç�[�•���P�Œ���v���(���š�Z���Œ�X����
Many Johnson descendants have Trueman as their names as well.  I suspect that Trueman moved from 
New York to Centerville around 1805.  When the War of 1812 began, he took up arms for his new 
country and made the ultimate sacrifice.  Johnson genealogists have searched for his grave in various 
cemeteries in the Niagara peninsula where the battles to took place.  No grave has yet been uncovered. 
 
Government land grant records of 1812-1814 indicate that Trueman was an army private in the 1st 
Oxford Militia.  Other records have him listed as a sergeant. 
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���o�]�Ì�������š�Z���:�}�Z�v�•�}�v�[�•�����o���]�u���v�š���š�}���W�Œ�}�À�]�•�]�}�v�•���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����h�‰�‰���Œ�������v���������P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�����(�š���Œ���Z���Œ���Z�µ�•�����v���[�•���Á���Œ��
death. 

 
Translation of previous document �t ���}�µ�Œ�š���•�Ç���}�(��� �̂&�Œ�}�u���&�}�Œ���•�š���š�}���&�]���o���_�X 
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The War of 1812 

“The War of 1812 was fought between Britain and the United States from 1812 to 1814. The main cause 
of the War of 1812 was Britain’s actions during the Napoleonic Wars (1799–1815).  Firstly, the British set 
up a naval blockade of the United States east coast to stop supplies from getting to France. This made 
the Americans upset as they wished to trade with France.  Anger turned to outrage when the British 
navy began to board American ships.  Britain did this because it thought the Americans were continuing 
to trade with France.  They were also looking for deserters from the British navy.  In 1807, tensions 
between the Americans and the British rose when a British ship fired on an American ship in Chesapeake 
Bay.  In May 1811, tensions rose even more when officers on a British ship “impressed” (forced) an 
American sailor to join the British navy.  British relations with First Nations people were another source 
of American distrust.  Britain traded with First Nations people living in American territory.  Furthermore, 
Britain established a good relationship with Tecumseh, the Chief of the Shawnee.  During the first 
decade of the 18th century, Tecumseh united many different First Nations to fight against the US.  In 
1811, Tecumseh’s forces and the United States went to war. This war is called “Tecumseh’s War.”  It 
lasted from 1811 until 1813. 

Around this time, “War Hawks” or groups of war mongering US congressmen were becoming more 
numerous.  The “War Hawks” wanted the United States to go to war with Britain.  In 1812, they got their 
wish.  On 18 June 1812, President Madison declared war on Britain.  The American congress felt an 
attack on Upper Canada would be an easy victory as there were few British regular soldiers in the colony 
and majority of the settlers in Upper Canada were American natives.  The feeling was that these US 
settlers would not join the Canadian volunteers and would welcome the American conquest.  This 
proved wrong.  The war lasted for two years. The British side was comprised of soldiers from Britain, 
militiamen from Canada, Métis, First Nations warriors, and a group known as the “Coloured Corps.”.  
Many men in the Coloured Corps. had been slaves that escaped to Canada.  Some of the more important 
battles of the War of 1812 were fought at Fort Detroit, York (now Toronto), Fort George (at the mouth 
of the Niagara River), Moraviantown (the Chatham-Kent region in Ontario), and Queenston (Niagara-on-
the-Lake).  Most notably the American White House was burned during an attack on Washington DC.  
Thousands were killed and/or wounded during the campaign.  The war resulted in a stalemate with both 
sides claiming victory.  The War of 1812 had many lasting consequences.  It guaranteed Canada’s 
independence from the United States.  It also gave the population of British North America (Canada) its 
first sense of acting as a community.  This would help develop a sense of nationhood.  Finally, after the 
war, the United States expanded westward into First Nations territory instead of north into Canada.  As 
a result, the War of 1812 was disastrous for First Nations peoples. 

The Battle at Queenston Heights was the largest and most pivotal of the battles.  Heroes were made of 
Gen. Sir Isaac Brook who died leading the defensive troops during the American attack on the Niagara 
region.  Laura Ingersoll Secord, the daughter of James Ingersoll, the founder of Ingersoll, Ontario was 
also made famous by her 30-kilometer overnight trek through the Niagara peninsula to warn the 
Canadians of imminent attack by the American forces at Beaver Dams.” 
Wikipedia. 

 
It appears that Sargeant Truman Johnson died of disease that was contracted while on guard duty at 
Queenston Heights sometime during the conflict.  As previously mentioned, his burial location is likely at 
one of several military cemeteries in the vicinity.   
 
 

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/napoleonic-wars
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/first-nations
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/tecumseh
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/armed-forces
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/metis
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/the-coloured-corps-african-canadians-and-the-war-of-1812
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/toronto
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-fort-george
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/niagara-river
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-the-thames-moraviantown
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chatham-kent
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-queenston-heights
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/niagara-on-the-lake
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/niagara-on-the-lake
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/british-north-america
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Map of Niagara Peninsula 1812. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Painting depicting Oct 13, 1812 attack at Queenston Heights. 
 
 
 
                                                                    Monument to General Brock, Queenston Heights. 
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This a list of the soldiers in the 1st Regiment of the Oxford Militia.  It is amazing to see the number of 
deserters.  War of 1812 Oxford Militia document courtesy Ingersoll Library. 
 

 
� �̂ �̂��Œ�P�����v�š���d�Œ�µ�u���v���:�}�Z�v�•�}�v��- Died of ���]�•�����•�������}�v�š�Œ�����š�������Á�Z�]�o�����}�v���•���v�š�Œ�Ç�X�_ 
 A more in-depth study of the Battle of Queenston Heights can be found in the link below. 
 
https:/ /www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-queenston-heights 
 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-queenston-heights
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�d�Œ�µ�u���v�[�•���•�}�v���>���À�]���Á���•���}�v�o�Ç���ð���Ç�����Œ�•���}�o�����Á�Z���v���d�Œ�µ�u���v�����]�����X����It is believed that Levi and his wife Rosenia 
lived the rest of their lives in Centerville.  Her burial location is beside her husband at IRC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
JR Elliott and Betsy Johnson and family times 

 
As noted, JR and Betsy married on the 20th of Sept 1864.  Like her mother 
who married at 15, Betsy married at a young age, she was 17 and JR was 
25. 
After their marriage, it is believed that JR and Betsy lived in Centerville for 
�����•�Z�}�Œ�š���š�]�u���X�����d�Z���Ç�����]�š�Z���Œ���o�]�À�������v�����Œ�������š�•�Ç�[�•���‰���Œ���v�š�•���}�Œ���‰���Œ�Z���‰�•���]�v���š�Z�����•���u����
�Á�}�}�����(�Œ���u�����Z�}�µ�•���X�����:�Z�[�•���}�o�����•�š�����Z�]�o�����, ���v�Œ�]���š�š�����~�, ���š�š�]���•���Á���•�����}�Œ�v���š�Z���Œ�����]�v��
August of 1865.  She went on to marry into the Downing family who were 
owners of the lime quarries in the river valley between Centerville and 
Beachville. 
In March 1866, JR left his wife and baby at home as he and his younger 
brother Thomas enlisted in the local militia (5th Brigade Oxford Rifles: 
nicknamed the Ingersoll Invincibles) to fight in the Fenian Raids.   A 
website called Heroes of Zorra lists him as having lived in Zorra township 
(the present area that encompasses what was E Nissouri, W Zorra and N 
Oxford) when he was in the militia.   

The Fenian Raids are not a well-known historical event in Canada.  It was the last time that Canadian soil 
had been invaded and fighting occurred sporadically from 1865 to 1870.   
 
In a nutshell, a group of Irish patriots believed that by successfully invading Canada via the United States 
and holding it hostage, they could force the English to allow the Irish island to have full independence.  
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They raised funds in the United States and Ireland from the large number of Irish expats and nationalist 
and kitted out and hired well trained former Confederate soldiers that where jobless and disillusioned.  
This semi organized group stormed the border.  The American government seemed unconcerned and in 
fact some society elements and politicians were supportive.  The Fe�v�]���v�[�•�������o�]���À�������š�Z���š���š�Z�����o���Œ�P���o�Ç���/�Œ�]�•�Z�U��
Scottish and American immigrants in Canada would welcome them with open arms.  They were 
immensely wrong about the patriotic fever.  The mostly rural citizens of Canada answered the call to 
defend their newly formed country.  Farmers abandoned their fields to help the cause. The battles were 
more like skirmishes but there were casualties.  The most prominent battle was at the village of 
Ridgeway, Ont. near Thorold, Ont.  The Battle of Ridgeway was the last battle in which Canadian troops 
were killed on their own soil defending their country.   
 
The link below is an excellent read about the events.  
 

https:/ /en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Troublous_Times_in_Canada:_A_History_of_the_Fenian_Raids_of_18
66_and_1870 

 
� �̂d�Œ���u�‰�U���š�Œ���u�‰�U���š�Œ���u�‰�U���}�µ�Œ�����}�Ç�•�����Œ�����u���Œ���Z�]�v�P 
       Cheer up, let the Fenian�[s come! 
�&�}�Œ�������v�����š�Z���š�Z�����h�v�]�}�v���:�����l���Á���[�o�o�����Œ�]�À�����š�Z�����Œ�������o�����������l 
        �� �v�����(�]�P�Z�š���(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ�������o�}�À�����������v�����]���v���Z�}�u���X�_ 
                                                                      Marching song: Fenian Raids 
 
JR and his younger brother Thomas were mustered early in March, 1866 into the 5th Brigade, 22nd 
Battalion (formerly the Oxford Rifles), Ingersoll Volunteer Rifle 5th Company.   
According to family lore, he mustered with other volunteers just west of Beachville along the old 
Highway #2 or what is now known as the Beachville Road.  The militia marched five miles east to 
Woodstock then went by train to Windsor for border guard duty.  This recollection by �:�Z�[�•�������µ�P�Z�š���Œ�����v����
my Great �� �µ�v�š���Z�}�•�����•�����u�•���š�}�����������}�Œ�v�����}�µ�š�����Ç��� �̂d�Z�����, �]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���}�(�����u���Œ�}�����v�����t ���•�}�Œ�Œ���_��written by Dean 
Robinson and published in 2008. 
It shows two orders given to local companies during mustering. 

 
Later in June 1866, the Ingersoll Co. was reassigned to Thorold/Ridgeway where the main battle was 
fought.  There is no record to show that JR was involved in the battle or was there strictly as 
reinforcement.  
He received the General Service Medal awarded by the Canadian government for his services.  The 
medal is still in the family.  Later, surviving veterans were also granted 100 acres of land in the 

https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Troublous_Times_in_Canada:_A_History_of_the_Fenian_Raids_of_1866_and_1870
https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Troublous_Times_in_Canada:_A_History_of_the_Fenian_Raids_of_1866_and_1870
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Kapuskasing area of N Ontario to encourage settlement there.  It appears that JR did not pursue this 
property option. 

 
Duplication of Battle of Ridgeway �t Wikipedia Image 
�W�Z�}�š�}�������o�}�Á���(�Œ�}�u��� �̂&�Œ�}�u���&�}�Œ���•�š���š�}���&���Œ�u��-�, �]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���}�(���E���K�Æ�(�}�Œ���_�����}�}�l 
�d�Z�]�•���]�•���v�}�š���:�Z�[�•���·�ñ���/�v�P���Œ�•�}�o�o�����}�X�����d�Z�]�•���]�•���·�ô���t ���•�}�Œ�Œ�������}�X 
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He also applied for a $100 bounty for the Fenian raids offered by the government just months before his death and 
56 years after the event.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*His CO Lt. Col. Wonham left notes on the side of the form to indicate he remembered J R. ���o�o�]�}�š�š�_�� 

 Lt. Col. � Ŵilliam George Wonham (1819-?), Provincial Land Surveyor, Ingersoll. b. England 1819.  
Resided in Ingersoll by 1851.  Drew the 1857 Tremaine Map of Oxford County.  Married with four 
children but became a widower in 1860.  Wonham Street in Ingersoll is named for him.  During the early 
1880s Wonham left Ingersoll for the Northwest to take employment with the Dominion Department of 
the Interior. In 1884, in an interview with the Winnipeg Times, his talked of his work in the Rocky 
Mountains included surveying a national park [Banff] for the Dominion Government�X�_��Wikipedia 
 
Luckily for most of the rural volunteers, the scrimmages were mostly over by July of 1866 and the 
farmers could return to the always important harvest season.  There appears to have been one casualty 
in the Oxford Co. Regiment.  He was from Woodstock. 
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For several years after the Fenian raids, JR continued to military drill with the Ingersoll Company.  
Below is a pay list for his practice with the Ingersoll Co. for 1868.  Brother Thomas is also noted as 
participating in the drills. 

 
Ingersoll Library source. 
 
After the war service, JR returned to his family.  Likely he remained living on Mill Rd. for a few years and 
it appears that he had his own home by late 1867. 
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Further proof of their home in Centerville can be found in the 1867 Ingersoll Gazetteer.  JR and Betsy 
and Levi Johnson likely lived on adjacent lots.  Onland.ca records indicate that both JR and Levi lived on 
¼ acre lots cut out of the broken front concession Lot 15 of W Oxford.  This indicated that they lived in 
the village of Centerville north of the intersection of old Highway #2 and Mill St.  
 

 
 
 
The 1871 census had JR and Betsy and their 2 oldest daughters moving to N. Oxford township across the 
Thames River from Centerville.  Family names listed �]�v���š�Z�����í�ô�ó�í�������v�•�µ�•���Á���Œ�����•�š�]�o�o���(�}�µ�v�����v�����Œ���:�Z�[�•��
homestead even in the days of my youth: Sandick, Riddick and Crawford were family names that still 
farmed along the river when I was growing up.  Onland.ca records listed a John Elliott purchasing two 
acres from his uncle Thomas in 1871.  This was 2 acres of Con 3 Lot 15 N. Oxford adjacent to the Grand 
Trunk RR right of way.  I suspect that JR and family had a house built on that property where they could 
raise pigs and chickens while he worked as a labourer on a nearby farm.  It could be possible that he was 
�•�š�]�o�o�������(���Œ�u���Z���v�����}�v���Z�]�•���µ�v���o�����d�Z�}�u���•�[���(���Œ�u�X���� 
Further evidence that he raised pigs can be found by this article from a farm journal of the time 

 



21 
 

 
Record for Con 3 Lot 14 N Oxford. �t From Forest to Field 

  

 
*There is some confusion in the Gazetteer of the time as to whether JR lived on Lot 14 or 15. 
By 1882, JR and Betsy had a string of children. 
Henrietta (Hattie)  B 25 Aug 1865 Centerville  �� ���í�ñ���&�������í�õ�ð�ð��� �̂Z�]�À���Œ�•�]�����_�����������Z�À�]�o�o�����K�v�š�X 
Eliza Rosenia (Rose)  B 25 Dec 1868 Centerville D 19 Mar 1965 Pt Huron Mi. 
Ellen Victoria (Helen)  B 13 July 1871 N. Oxford  D 01 Sept 1947 Beachville Ont. 
John Arthur   B 31 Aug 1874 N. Oxford  D 08 Jan 1961 Detroit Mi. 
Albert James  B 31 Mar 1877 N Oxford D 20 Dec 1950 Lot 19 Con 2 N Oxford 
Melissa Jane (Maggie) B 09 Sept 1879 N Oxford D unknown Plymouth/Detroit, Mi. 
Frederick Edwin  B May 1883 N. Oxford   D 21 Oct 1883 North Oxford  
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Fredrick Edwin would be born May 1883 but died in October of the same year.  
 

 
    Freddy Elliott grave marker with his parents 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1881 census North Oxford Township. 
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I cannot speak to the family dynamics but they appeared to be a relative healthy group as no more 
�Ç�}�µ�v�P�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���Á���Œ�����o�}�•�š���š�}�����]�•�����•���X�����d�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v���Á���Œ�����]�v���•���Z�}�}�o�����š���� �µ�v�v�[�•�����}�Œ�v���Œ�•���µ�‰���š�Z�������}�v�����•�•�]�}�v��
road.  
 
Then the wheels fell off. 
 
On the 6th of January �í�ô�ô�ñ�U�����o�]�Ì�������š�Z��� �̂����š�•�Ç�_�����o�o�]�}�š�š�����]�������}�(�������Z�����Œ�š�����š�š�����l���Á�Z�]�o�����P�]�À�]�v�P�����]�Œ�š�Z���š�}������
premature baby at the family home.  She was 37 years old.  Her surviving children living at home would 
have ranged in age from 5 to 16 years.  Henrietta, the oldest at age 18, was married by 1885 and was no 
longer living at her family home.  Being the oldest daughter, that left Rose as th����� �̂u�}�š�Z���Œ�_�����š�����P�����í�ò�X�����/�š��
must have been devastating for the family.  As most men were in that era, JR probably had no 
knowledge or ability to care for the younger children.  Hopefully, his extended family would have 
helped.   
�����š�•�Ç�[�•���������š�Z���Á���•���o�]�l���o�Ç���š�Œ���µ�u���š�]�����(�}�Œ���Z���Œ���u�}�š�Z���Œ��as well as she died the following year. 
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Port Huron Herald Aug 1896 

 
The 1900 Port Huron census listed JR as a day labourer.  
1906 Port Huron Directory showed that John R was a janitor. 
 

 
                 For a town with a population of 2000 souls at the time, there was a disproportional 
number of Elliott’s.  Many were related and with roots in Ingersoll.  

 
I believe that JR may have been a music fan as shown by 
this 16 Jan 1906 article in the Port Huron Times Herald 
 
The local paper noted what schools he worked at and what 
his wages were.  He was also hurt while working as a 
janitor. 
 
 
 

Source: 07 Sept and 26 Mar, 1906 Port Huron Times Herald  
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Henrietta (Elliott) Downing Family Tree  
Henrietta – oldest child of JR and Betsy Elliott 
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Henrietta (Elliott) Downing Family Tree  
Henrietta – oldest child of JR and Betsy Elliott 
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Eliza Rosenia “Rose” (Elliott) Clark Family Tree 

Rosenia – second oldest child of JR and Betsy Elliott 
                                                                                   Spouses                                   Children 
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Later, the 1940 Census had Rose living with the entire Neumann family at Rose’s 1531 Oak St, Port 
Huron home.  This was the Clark family home that Rose lived in the rest of her life after marrying EW 
Clark.  At this time Pearl’s son Robert Brown was a grocery clerk.  Frank Neumann was a 51-year-old 
janitor at the Post Office and Pearl worked at a ladies clothing store.  There is some conjecture as to why 
Frank was now a janitor.  Did he suffer an accident or malady that would prevent him from working as a 
salesman? 
Four years after the 1940 census, Pearl sued for divorced from Frank on 11 Dec 1944. 

 
After the divorce, Frank continued to live in the Port Huron area and died in 1978. 
Later in life, Pearl continued to live at the Oak St. residence after Rose’s death in 1966.  Visitors from 
Ontario were common. 
                                                                                                                    Post Herald 27 Jan, 1966 

 
Post Herald 5 Sept, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 





https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/889/lakeside-cemetery
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Photo: Robert Clark Brown circa 1992    
   courtesy: the Downing family book 

 
He died in 1999 in Fort Gratiot Mi. 
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Front Page: Detroit Free Press 
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Detroit Free Press Front Page  
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Eliza Rosenia “Rose” (Elliott) Clark Family Tree 
Rosenia – second oldest child of JR and Betsy Elliott 

                                                                                   Spouses                                   Children 
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John Arthur Elliott and Maude Cutriss Family Tree 
John – third oldest child of JR and Betsy Elliot 
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ROW 1: Dave Powell, Roger Dingman, Mel 
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Velde, Don Babcock.
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Albert James Elliott and Orpha Withrow Family Tree  
(Oldest son of John Rogers Elliott and Elizabeth “Betsy” Johnson) 
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After the incessant chore of stone picking was finished, (it was never finished), hay and oats, corn and 
wheat were all grown on the property. One of the first grain combines in the area was purchased by 
Gord in 1960. Gord put it to work renting himself and the machine to neighbouring farmers. By the 
early 1970’s it was obvious that his two sons were not going to continue with the farming business. He 
sold the entire herd to a New Jersey interest around 1977. It was a sad day when the trucks arrived to 
take the animals away en masse. After the animals left, he bought new equipment for cash crop 
farming. Purchases included a Ford tractor; a small Massey Ferguson tractor and a bigger Massey 
combine. Purchase was made of a larger plow, cultivator and discs as well. His youngest son would help 
in the evenings and weekends. It was always corn he planted and sold. In the late 1980’s he rented the 
land out. At that point, the barns were empty and dilapidated so he tore them down and sold the 
boards. As with most farmers, his riding lawnmower was the last implement left when he sold the 
rolling stock and tools in 1987.

1967 - milking time

Gord and sons on the new combine - 1960

Kay and Gord were also known to give their time to help others. She was recognized for her service with 
the Hero from the Home Award.

43
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End of Book 7. Chapter 2 - 6  
 
Next Book 7 Chapter 2 -7  

Margaret Elliott and Grant Defoe 
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Melissa Jane (Maggie) Elliott and Grant Defoe Family Tree – 
youngest daughter of J R Elliott and Betsy Johnson 
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