
Official Opening of Glendale High School
Although it had begun holding classes the previous December, Glendale High School conducted its 
official opening ceremonies on Monday, March 7, 1960. On the previous Friday, the weekly issue of 
the Tillsonburg News had printed articles and many other items related to the new school, its staff and 
students, and the construction of its building at 37 Glendale Drive. The following clippings are from 
that issue (3 March 1960); page numbers appear for each.
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Minister of Education 
To Open New School

The Hon. John P. Rotarts, minister of education for On-1 
tario. will declare Glendale High School officially open at the 
climax of a special opening ceremony in the new school on 
Monday.

The opening ceremony, scheduled (or 8:15 pm.. u ill l>e 
followed by a tour of the building and refreshments for 
visitors.

The education minister will be introduced by District 
High School Inspector E. R. McClellan, B.S.A.

Also contributing to the program will be Donald M. Gib­
son, chairman of the TiUsonburg 
District High School Board; John 
Schotscb. the board's past chair­
man; Principal W. P. Kirkwood;
J. D. McPherson, vice-principal in 
charge of Glendale; and Roger 
Hawkins, chairman of the board’s 
building committee

Musical numbers will be provided
*7 the Tdkouburg District High 
Schools Band, the junior choir of' 
Glendale High School. and a solo 
by Abner Martio. accompanied by 
Mrs. .Charles Fothgriogham, 

The prayer x>f invocation will be 
offered by Rev. R. p. MacDonald, 
and the prayer of dedication .by 
Rev H E. Janke. Rev. Fr J H 
O'Neil will pronounce the benedic­
tion.p. 1



GLENDALE HIGH SCHOOL]
Official Opening * I.

* -
Monday, March 7, I960

8:15 p.m., by

i HON. JOHN P. ROBARTS j
Minister of Education for the Province of Ontario

The Tillsonburg District High School Board 
cordially invites the Public to attend this 
ceremony and to inspect the school afterwards.

Refreshments

D. M. GIBSON J. SYDNEY RONSON i
Chairman Secretary-Treesurer

I

Congratulations to
• * i

TILLSONBURG DISTRICT
HIGH SCHOOL BOARD

on the official opening of

Glendale High School
I SHOP TOOLS I

SUPPLIED BY
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i Congratulations to' TILLSONBURG DISTRICT| HIGH SCHOOL BOARD
on the

OFFICIAL OPENING OF

GLENDALE SCHOOL
MONDAY, MARCH 7

■I ■ ■ —

OFFICE FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT - 
SUPPLIED BY

A STRUCTURE TO BE PROUD OF I

TILLSONBURGS -
NEW

GLENDALE 
HIGH SCHOOLOFFICIAL OPENING—MABCH 7

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

SINDEN'S LTD.
1W Broadway Phone VI Utt

TILLSONBURG

p. 11



Form Second cP 
Cadet Corps

Theft +» a new high school and 
Til la on b xi I'd district will have a new 
cadet cfltpt-

Cadets have become a traditional 
part of the school in their 50 years 
of activity.

TD.H.S. Cadet Cocos No. 240 was 
recently dedared winner for the 
seventh time in the last eight years 
of the Strathcona Shield for general 
efficiency, topping corps in the 
larger schools throughout Western 
Ontario.

This corps now officially becomes 
No. 240 Annandale Cadet Corps. 
Glendale Corps will cwnf offichlly 
into cidstince on May lfi, when i: 
will be presented with flag! Ind 

dedicated daring the cadet inspec­
tion exercises.

Instructor of the Glendale Corps 
U Lieut J. R. Murray. About 10 
boys from the new corps will join 
Annandale cadets for the rxtrci»« 
at Camp Jpperwash early in April.

Instructors assisting Lieut Mur* 
ray are Howard Triano and R- A. 
'Retd. Glendale hu only three hoys 
with previous ump experience^ Mike 
Campbell, Jim Manning and Jim 
Bcrtjghner; and they are acting as 
student instructors.

“We belive in the dignity of the 
individual, and freedom and justice. 
These are ideals by which nearly 
all of uj like to feel that we arc 
guided in our attitude and affairs. 
And yet we have been willing to 
tolerate the injustice, the indignity 
and the total lack of freedom that 
has been experienced for so many 
years by refugees." — Christopher 
Cha t a way, MP.

p. 11
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We are prend to have been selected for the

COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

at the new

Glendale High School
A CREDIT TO TILLSONBURG

AND DISTRICT

SECONDARY SCHOOL SYSTEM

J.RCyftU Electric tri. 
Zr —iecu—e •** 
J fMWMaai

• , , , , „ ----------- ------ - w-nm-T------—■ , .
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OLD SCHOOL — This ™ Tlflsofl^urg High Schod in 1909 The 
hu 11 di i.g on CcmCciiiOo Si , wtwr<- now Staci d> i, smart m-w aubdivlMixin 
was opened for me in IfiW. First lecocMfxry ichoo] r ducat ion began in 
a lwu-ri-Kjm addition to Uic then public achooi in 1886.
p. 11



Glendale High Adds
Accommodation for 400

The opening ceremony for TiUsonburg district’s second 
high school will take place next Monday.

As both are properly described as TiUsonburg District 
High Schools, it was found advisable to give each a distinctive 
name. And so the old school was re-christened Annandale 
High School. The new school is Glendale.

Glendale High School is situated in the northwest portion 
of the town, adjacent to the Larners subdivision.

The two-storey building covers an area of 40,000 square 
feet, and is capable of accommodating 400 pupils. Cost of site, 
building and equipment wras< ------- -
$606,000

Glendale* student body at pres­
ent numbers 312. all of whom are 
in grades nine and ten. An extra 
grade will he added each year until- 
all five high school grades are of­
fered at the school.

As this is done, 
which Glendale students come will 
be cut back until the school has a 
student area of its own. The area 
from which Glendale’s grade nine 
and ten students now come is 
slightly larger than the school’s 
eventual student area.

Split Shift
During the fall, before the new 

school was opened, all TiUsonburg 
District High School students took 
their classes at the Annandale High 
School building. Accommodation 
for the large number of students 
was accomplished by means of a 
shift system, with Annandale stu­
dents attending in the morning and 
Glendale students in the afternoon.

By keeping the Glendale students 
thus in one body during the fall, 
Principal Kirkwood pointed out. a 
Glendale school spirit ' * '
before the new building 
pleted.

Glendale School colors 
green and gold. The one color of 
TiUsonburg District High School's 
traditional black and gold was re­
tained to indicate relationship with 
the other school. But the combina­
tion of green and gold is. new and 
distinct, and betokens a new school 
body with a school spirit of its own.

The new school contains 14 “in­
structional units," including two 
laboratories^ a shop, a home eco­
nomics room, a music room and 
nine other classrooms. The school 
also contains a gymnasium-audi­
torium, a cafeteria and offices.

At present there are 11 classes at 
Glendale.

Site Purchased
The TiUsonburg District High 

School Board had considered the 
need for a new school in the dis­
trict at length and in detail before 
deciding to build early last year 

Architects Blackwell and. Hag- 
arty of London were employed, and 
the 18 and a half acre site was pur­
chased from John and Peter La­
rners.

Tenders were called on March 
31 and, after final approval had 
been obtained from the Depart­
ment of Education on April 6 and 
the Ontario Municipal Board on 
April 16. the contract was let to the 
local firm of Gilvesy Construction 
Ltd. on April 28. Excavations began 
immediately afterwards.

Excavation was followed by the 
laying of the foundation. Then the 
framework of pre-cast concrete 
joists in the classroom and office

the area from

developed 
was com*

are dark

wings, and steel beams in the gym­
nasium wing were hoisted into
placc.

Building Committee Chairman 
Roger Hawkins reported to the 
school board that the new building 
was taking shape and that 
struction was proceeding on 
duk.

con- 
sche-

All during the period of 
struction the board was in 
contact with Architects Blackwell 
and Ilagarty, and contractors Gil- 
vesy Construction Ltd. Between 
school board meetings. Mr. Haw­
kins and his building committee at­
tended to many items of business 
such as always accompany the con­
struction of a major building.

A number of change orders were 
found necessary. The board attend­
ed tn these quickly and efficiently, 
combining the principles of sound 
construction with those of economy.

Sub-contractors began their work 
at an early stage in the building’s 
construction. Among these were 
many local firms. J. B. Carrol! Elec­
tric Ltd. began supplying the build­
ing with its electrical facilities 
while it was still a framework of 
steel and concrete girders. Plumb­
ing and heating installations were 
begun at this point as well.

Concrete floors were poured by 
M.I.T. Concrete Ltd. while Gil- 
vesy’s men fitted pressed concrete 
slabs in place for the second storey 
floor and the roof.

Other local subcontractors in­
cluded : painting. Sinden’s Paint 
Ltd.; mill work. Courtland Planing 
Mali; grounds and excavation. S. 
Palmer; science laboratories, class­
room furniture and cafeteria kit­
chen, Metal Fabs; small iron work. 
TiUsonburg Machine Shop; lum­
ber. H. A. Warwick Lumber Ltd.

Insurance was supplied by Den­
ton A Vance, and cleaning by 
D’Arcy " “ - — -
Service.

con- 
dose

Maintenance and Cleaning

CUmm Started 
of the sub-contractors'Much 

work was done after the brick and 
concrete exterior of the building 
was completed.

There was still work to be done 
in the gymnasium, the cafeteria and 
the music room after classes started 
on November 30. This work was 
soon completed.

Landscaping of the grounds re­
mains to be done. This will prob­
ably be done over a period of from 
three to five years, and will follow 
a specially designed progressive 
landscaping plan.

Principal W. P. Kirkwood is 
principal of both Glendale and An­
nandale High Schools. Vice-princi­
pal in charge at Glendale is J. D. 
McPherson.p. 11 (both)



p. 12

p. 12



TILLSONBURG

Congratulations

ON THE Oi’ENJWF'OF TOUR NEW

District High School

RESILIENT FLOORING

BY

V^-phon- GE 6-• LONDON <

We Were Pleased to Have
Been Selected for the

EXCAVATION and GRADING
at the new

Glendale High School I
TILLSONBURG X •

OFFICIALLY OPENING MARCH 7

STAN PALMER
SPRINGFORD Phone TJUonbvrg VI 2-5321 :

Success to theTILLSONBURG DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL BOARD
p ■ v on the official opening of

Glendale High School

WE WERE PLEASED TO SUPPLY

AND INSTALL

WE WERE PRIVILEGED TO SUPPLY THE 
MILL WORK AT THE NEW SCHOOL

COURTLAMB PLANNING MILL
Owned and Operated by Jerome Legein

COURTLAND * PHONE VI 2-2601

Glendale High School
TILLSONBURG < -

ROSCO STEEL ROOF DECK
at the new

Phone GE 4-6895

BOSCO METAL and ROOFING 
PRODUCTS, LTD.

p. 12 p. 12



priri'

11 taw

Wightman and the presenI 
ci pal, W. P- Kirkwood.

silt on 
by the

, An. School*. iLond on. Englands former sipdeots, t 
joined the stiff to teach drawing lofty cupola 
two da vs a week. th* sides ■» well at

High school education in Tillsonburg began in September* 
Ifififi, in two rooms of a new addition to the public school.

Even nt That early date, the school had one mark of simil­
arity with the tbwnS present* “district" high schools. Less 
than half of the 40 students were residents of the town, the re­
mainder coming from the surrounding countryside.

Stiffs*^1* establish -the high school were taken under the 

MHHHHm—»• j--.'U
Aukit, chairman; W. A. Dowler, B. A., secretary; T. T. Brown,

Dr, L C 'Sinclair, and.,_________ ___________ __________ _

Flrrt principal of the school was 
A. W, Rravley, B.A- whQ wa* **' 
shtei by Stephen Bur wash, BA. 
Later. A, E, Rayne* of the Kcnjjng- 
IML-i' - - . —

treasurer
rkorge Brasher. ■

The open i ng certmouy th Sep­
tember, Ififfe, was marked by the ' IT jF*-W D — _

building became intensive, 
tf!*/-* Ffrnt Bawd

with 
were

Minister of Ed trcitkn, who ad- 
ikturfi public meeting in Hi or­
ick's Mall in the in teres is of sec­
ondary education.

Area Brings Two New 
Schools in 10 Years <

tjeasing 'confidence ‘bi lhe towns- 
;ieop]r Mt the high school off on 
its own in 18VJ. In tint year, the 
taxpayers voted to erect a separ­
ate -building fur its Me. The 
Confession' Sl was donated 
late K.D. Tillson. .

Other teachers connected 
the school at this early date 
Miles Ferguson, J. T. Crawford. 
B.A., D. G Revel, Wilson Smith 
and T. W. Standing, B.A.

The high school on Concession 
St, waJ only a narrow wet ion of 
the building remembered by many 
’J • * • iqjmed with i»

to the

। vanm rtutupi, a. u. m. kom. j. t.
| Minns, Charles Auld, Stanley G.

meeting 
venture

added, 
labor -

Mr. Rcavley served as principal 
for eight years, being succeeded by 
J. C. Clark in 1894

Other principal? have been Syl­
vanos lliiJlips, A. D. H. Ross, J. E.

Members of the first district 
board were H. F. Johnston, chair­
man, S. Wightman, W. A. Hoyle. 
Rev, J. H. O'Neil, Warren Rock, 
J, D. Vallee. J. S. Ronson . and 
Grant Haley, Burt Neale served a* 
.vecreury-treasurer.

Final plans for the building, pre­
pared by S. B. Coon fe Son,, archi­
tect*, "were approved Un May 20, 
1949, liter, the Foundation Com­
pany of. Ontario wis awarded the 
cwitradf.

The official opening of the new 
$575j00f> house of learning took 
place on Friday, Oelobei 13, 1950. 
An estimaled crowd of 2,000 per­
sons attended the event Ihat mark­
ed the opening of the most modern 
high school in Ontario,

The keys of the new building 
were officially handed over to the 
board by tlrt architect Bur welt R. 
CoOn, and the divisional superin­
tendent of the Foundation Com­
pany, £>. H. McLaren. The keys 
were accepted by Trustee H. F. 
Johnston, the chairman of the area 
when it was formed in 1948, and 
chairman of I he building commit­
tee for tfie new. school.

_ . entrances at
the side* as well a* the front. 

Tn 1FMB, a wing was added 
west side of the building. 

In 1922, the east wing was 
containing the gymnasium, a 
story, and assembly room.

The "area” school started in On­
tario early in the l9Ws after the 
Merlin High School burned down. 
----- c_j:--- t-----LU-1— favor 

came to
In IBM, the new building, 

ly, elegant and chaste in exterior 
. . . brightly and'eloquently finish­
ed in|eriqriy,rr wis ready for Ttse. 
Bui who was la pay fur it? The sep­
arate ^ufldlag, and the necessity 
of engaging au extra teacher would 
raise Costs . . . $2,000 a year eirti- 
maied the Tillsouburg Observer on 
December 29;'lt$M.

The paper editorially suggested 
the levying of a fee on the pupils 
attending. "Np objection copld be 
made to such a system for any pupil 
who is ^able to pass the entrance, 
has iiefu given sufficient education 
to enable him to engage in any line 
of trade,”

The high school board took up 
the suggestion and decided to divide 
the scholastic year into three 
terms, and charge student? $2 for 
each term. And- so the argument 
raged.

Added to the teaching staff was 
Miss Lennox, B.A., appointed as

was finding increasing 
throughout the province, Il 
Tillsoifourg.

In March, 1947, an open 
was held to discuss such a 
in this district. Prominent educa­
tors and representatives of the De­
partment of Education and the 
surrounding townships talked »vrr 
the scheme, which they felt would 
give the children the benefit of a 
better education in a large school 
with all the facilities and at a lower 
cost to the ratepayer.

Plans Held Up
With the prospect of formation 

of a high school area, plana for the 
building a new school were held 
up pending the outcome wliich 
would bear on the lilt of the new 
building and its facilities.

To meet the need for additional 
classroom facilities, a three-remtn 
frame annex was built behind the 
Concession St. school The atm ex, 
readied for use in January, 1947, 
made possible the addition of the 
commercial course to the school 
curriculum. “ -Hl,

A new school site, a 14-acre tract 
on Tillson Ave,, was purchased on 
August 28, 1947, for $127»W

On January 9, IMS, the- Tillsun­
burg District High School Board 
met for the first time, and from 
then on planning oi the new school Ip. 12
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