BYRON G. JENVEY, 1881-1980

Born in Hawtrey, South Norwich, Mr. Jenvey spent most of his life in the Ingersoll
area, serving on over 60 boards, executives, councils and committees in the
realms of agriculture, health, municipal- ity and recreation.

The walls of his 23 Ann Street home proudly boasted plaques, life member-
ships, certificates of merit and awards for his numerous achievements, many
gained through his years of teaching or farming.

His 65 years of membership to the Holstein Association of Canada earned him
an honorary life membership in October 1977, a post he greatly treasured.

Also in 1977 he was named Citizen of the Year by Branch 119 of the Royal
Canadian Legion and in September of 1977 he served as grand marshall for the
town’s annual Cheese and Wine Festival parade. On August 27,1977, he held a
position of honor for the grand opening ceremonies of Ingersoll's Cheese Factory
Museum.

He was best known, however, for the masses of news items he collected and
filed in his home. Regarded by most Ingersoll residents at the town historian, Mr.
Jenvey denied this title, once saying “I merely like to keep the facts straight.”

Byron Jenvey Scrapbook Collection that chronicles the history of Ingersoll & area
are available digitized & searchable in five volumes:

Byron Jenvey Scrapbook Collection:
https://history.ocl.net/ingersoll/history-of-ingersoll/scrapbooks/

The original Byron Jenvey Scrapbooks are availabe in the collection of Oxford
County Archives:
https://archives.oxfordcounty.ca/
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. By RAY DEXTRAS

Two students from Teachers’
! College in London came to Inger-
'soll recently to do research on
the - history of this town. for
their™ is, The finst person
they looked up for detailed infor-
‘mation was Byron G. Jenvey.
* Mr. Jenvey, a retired professor
jof economics who has lived in
‘this area. for more than 70 years,
has been collecting data on his-
tory-making events of Ingersoll
and district since he began teach-
'ing school at Salford in .1900. -

His studio, or *‘den’”’ as the
histarign calls it, "is located at
his home in Ingersoll at 23 Ann
sireet, The walls of the den are
occupied by bookshelves filled
with reference books, a\l:bums and
hlS own wntmgs J

;'On Ingersol. Hlstory

His albums contam every news
story of importance to the district
covering a period of thé past 60
years. The historian has also writ-
ten of* events as they happened,
from: personal experience, and
from- information gathered from
local old<timers.

When the London students ask-
ed for some important names of
the latter 1800 period, Mr., Jen-
vey at once drew up a list which
he wrote almost entirely from
memory:

- William  Watterworth
tralist, who built the
tory .which still stands on Andrew
street; Thomas Seldon, an export-
er of the town's products, prin-
mpally apples and dressed turk-
e)g Walter Mills, a contractor
built . the town’s banks,
scfiools and armories; and ex-
yor James Stevens, a prom-
inent real-estate man.
Asked about spectacular events

indus-

.in the history of the town Mr.

Jenvey related the great fire

of May 25, 1872, when a great part
of the town—more than 80 build-

Ings—were destroyed and two liv-

l

}

es lost. He told of farmers from
i the surroundmg countryside who
!rode in on horses, sent the horses
back home, and pitched in to beat
the dlaastor Fire equipment had
|to be brought in by train from
London and Woodstock. The en-
tire’ Ingersoll equipment had con-
sisted of little but two pumps at
that time,

Mr. Jenvey said that another
local writer, James Sinclair, has
written- a booklet on the fire,

As to prominence of the town,
Mr. Jenvey showed a picture of
‘the *West Zorra champion tug-of-

|war team, which won the champ-

ionship of America in 1893 at the
world’s fair games in Chicago.
It was the first time the champ-
ionship had been won by a Can-
adian team. The trophy had been
lost for 12 years, but was found
and is now on display at the Ox-
ford County Museum in 'Wood-
stock.

THE BIRCHALL CASE

In an exciting vein, Mr. Jenvey
namrateq the case of the Benwell
murder in 1890.

John Reginald Birchall was the
son-of a minister and an under-
graduate of an English univer-
sity. In England, the student re-
portedly took out ipsurance poli-
cies on men from Ingersoll, nam-
ing himself 4s beneficiary.

He made such an insurance
policy on 22-year-old Fred Ben-
welll, Under false pretenses Bir-
chall took young Benwell into
the mawshllands near Eastwood,
where he shot him to death,

The murder was apparently ill-
planned and many clues were un-
covered which eventually led to
the arrest of Rirchall. and trial
in Woodstock He was hanged lfx
Inge1 soll,

Young Benwell's grave ia e|ﬂ

iano fac-|
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uated near Princeton, marked by| Nevertheless, Mr. <Jenvey !;s

a horizontal stone. is frequently called upon, by ‘many
Mr. Jenvey does not call him-|people looking for mforrzla'ﬁon

self an historian, “I melelv"hkc His study could almost® called

to keep the facts straight,” he L 1

said.” Asked if he planned to|@ legitimate reterence m;?ry n

publish, he said it wouldn't be|itself. i

worthwhile, ° At present, he said, a wﬂman
“Young people today are mnotily the name of Ingersoll, liyi

interested in history’’, Mr, JcnvovIm Montreal, is using his note!' :

explained, ‘They’re more preoc- 3 s flen Hrea:

cupned looking towards the fu-Itrace her family tr

ture.”” Then, with a smile, he ad-

ded, “It’s on'ly the old-ﬁmers like

me who like to remember - the

past.”

—
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‘awarded,;’lifp e

membership

Ingersoll Historian, 96-year-old Bvron G.
Jenvey was awarded a life-time member-
ship to the Hostein-Friesian Association of
Canada at the annual meeling of the
Oxford County Club last Friday night.

The Honorary Life Membership has only
been granted three times to date. Mr.
Jenvey is the fourth recipient.

When Mr. Jenvey :joined the Holstein-
Friesian Association of Canada in 1912,
there were only 1,399 members. There are
now in the viginity -of 13, 000 members
spread across Canada. :

"~ The award was presented by Fred
Griffin, the National Director of the
organization. There were 400 people in &
attendance for-the sit down meal and
award presentation.

Prior to his retirement hom farming.
Mr. Jenvey had 110 Holsteins on his 270
acre farm just outside of Ingersoll.

Mr. Jenvey now in his 65th year as a §
continuous member of the Holstein
Association. also received a Certificate of
Recognition in 1966 by the Cxford Holstein g
Breeder’s Association as . o oaster of
annual breediny from 1912 to i

S R KRR e

Byron Jenvey, 96-year-old, adds his Honorary Life Membership walls. Mr. Jenvey who has been a member of the association for
to the Holstein-Friesian Association of Canada to an array of 65 continuous years calls Oxford County ‘“The Holland of North
life-long memberships and certificates of merit that cover his America.”

INGERSoLL T imEg
Qctober -2‘, 1977



j‘EA/VE‘,.

Byren

Oxford man recalls
past in scrapbooks

By Irene Stanionis
for The Free Press

INGERSOLL — Byron Jenvey is one
historian who knows much of Oxford
County’s history firsthand — he was
there.

The Ingersoll man, who celebrates his
97th birthday Thursday, has devoted
more than 75 years to collecting material
that spans several centuries. He has
filled nine scrapbooks with local history
and is still working on material tucked
away in desks over the years.

“I realized early in life you couldn’t
trust your memory too long, so that’s
why I wrote everything down.”

‘“People call me up often with different
questions.” A Michigan family seeking
its roots was a recent example of the in-
quiries he handles. “I've never had much
trouble with people believing me,” he
said, receiving guests in a study filled
with records, photographs and assorted
memorabilia.

Awards have become a prominent fea-
ture of his collection, particularly the Cit-
izen of the Year honor bestowed by the
town in 1976.

Jenvey' is always willing to bring out
his scrapbooks for anyone interested. But
most of his best stories are still kept in
his head.

The last survivor of a local farming
family of seven, Jenvey has a neighbor-
ing sister-in-law, Mrs. James McKenzie,
who celebrated her 101st birthday last
December.

Oxford’s dairy industry has had a ma-
jor influence on Jenvey’s life.

His first job was a $350-a-year teaching
position in Salford at the turn of the cen-

tury. Other jobs included farming, sell-
ing cattle for the Oxford Holstein Club,
teaching agricultural economics at the
former Guelph College, and lecturing To-
ronto schoolchildren on the importance
of dairy products.

He introduced the first lifesize replica
of Springbank Snow Ceuntess, a record
milk cow. Jenvey took the papier-mache
model on a 1934 lecturing tour of schools,
at the request of the Ontario Holstein As-
sociation, three years hefore the Hol-
stein-Friesian Association of Canada
erected a permanent statue in Wood-
stock.

Jenvey also drew the first load of milk
to the Borden’s condensing factory when
it opened in Ingersoll in 1899, a task he
re-enacted for the company’s 75th anni-
versary.

At the age of 70, when most-are happy
to retire, he became a real estate ap-
praiser. Jenvey estimates he valued
about 900 estates throughout rural Ox-
ford, Perth, Middlesex and Elgin coun-
ties by the time he retired in 1963.

Now free to work on his collection, Jen-
vey’s latest project is helping local artist
Harry Whitwell, a comparative young-
ster in his mid-60s, complete a pictorial
history of Ingersoll architecture.

He also has compiled a dozen books
covering international events since 1923.
His largest single project — 2,200 pages
about the Holstein breed — has been on
display for the past five years at the na-
tional Holstein-Friesian offices in Brant-
ford. E

Despite his years of work, Jenvey isn’t
interested in having his collection pub-
lished. “It’s in pretty ragged shape,” he
said. “I didn’t know I'd be working on it
so long or I'd have set it up differently.”

Lowpons FREE MREss
MY .?/;///75’
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I've never had
much trouble with
people believing me’

Byron Jenvey doesn't just write about history — he lives it. Jenvey, who cele-
brates his 97th birthday Thursday, has become one of Oxford County's most
' " famous historians.

LoNpan FREE PRESS
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This represents the last in the series. The Ingersoll Times
would like to extend our personal thanks to Town
Historian Byron G. Jenvey. For graciously opening his
files of area history and allowing us to extend his special
stories to our readership.

His books represent long hours and much work, and were
years in the making. The Times has worked in conjunction
with the 97-year-old gentleman for a year and two months
providing the weekly column.

Letters received by our office indicate the printed stories
are being used in area history classes; are the topic of
many circles of conversation; and are being clipped and
saved as personal historical and pioneer accounts. The
column has built up a faithful readership over the 14
month period and we welcome your letters and requests
for column article repeats. We again thank Byron G.
Jenvey for the weekly gift of his valuable time, his
researched writings, colorful stories, and our area
education.

InveERsOL L Times
SCP‘ICM ‘!LCf 200 1978



Byron G. Jenvey

dies at age 93

After almost a century of not only
recording Oxford County history but
actually playing an integral part of it,
Byron Garfield Jenvey died last Friday,
February 8, 1980, at Woodstock General
Hospital. He was 98-years-old.

Noted throughout Ingersoll and Oxford
County as a prominent citizen and
historian, Mr. Jenvey's death came
following a bout with pneumonia.

Born in Hawtrey, South Norwich, Mr.

|

Jenvey spent most of his life in the
Ingersoll area, serving on over 60 boards,
executives, councils and committees in the
realms of agriculture, health, municipal-
ity and recreation.

The walls of his 23 Ann Street home
proudly boasted plaques, life member-
ships, certificates of merit and awards for
his numerous achievements, many gained
through his years of teaching or farming.

His 65 years of membership to the
Holstein Association of Canada earned
him an honorary life membership in
October 1977, a post he greatly treasured.
Also in 1977 he was named Citizen of the
Year by Branch 119 of the Royal Canadian
Legion and in September of 1977 he served
as grand marshall for the town’s annual
Cheese and Wine Festival parade. On
August 27, 1977, he held a position of honor
for the grand opening ceremonies of
Ingersoll’s Cheese Factory Museum.

He was best known, however, for the
masses of news items he collected and
filed in his home. Regarded by most
Ingersoll residents at the town historian,
Mr. Jenvey denied this title, once saying
“I'merely like to keep the facts straight.”

Mr. Jenvey was predeceased by his wife,
the former Annie Mayberry, in 1977. The
Jenvey’s enjoyed a remarkable record of
73 years of marriage.

The last of his eight-member-family,
Mr. Jenvey was predeceased by his
parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. George
Jenvey, his brothers Earl and Roy and his
sisters Irene Nancekivell, Myrtle Haley
and Winnifred Wilson.

Surviving are his sister-in-laws, Mrs.

Alberta MacKenzie and Mrs. Mary Haley,
both of Ingersoll, along with severa: nieces
and nephews. '

Rev. George Watt of Ingersoll First
Baptist Church, officiated the February
11, 1980 funeral service, held at McBeath
Funeral Home. Interment is at the Harris
Street Cemetery.

(See page 12 for more)

Te~ ve)y,
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Oled en agse but young at Aeart

To gain wisdom with the
years and pass it along, is
to live. To merely gain
years, is to grow old.

Despite his 98 years, the
late Byron Garfield Jenvey
was anything but old. His
active work in so many
vast areas, from teaching
at the ripe age of 19 to
serving as a member of the
the Holstein Association of
Canada for 65 years, did
not allow time for this man
to grow old. Only to gain
knowledge and pass it
along.

Born May 25, 1881, in
Hawtrey, South Norwich,
he was one of six children.
As a young child his family
moved to the Ostrander
area after the general store
operated by his father
George Jenvey, and his
mother, the former Cath-
erine Moore, was destroy-
ed by fire. The family later
moved to a farm in the
West Oxford area where he
attended schools in Centre-
ville and Ingersoll.

His thirst for knowledge
led him to Model School
(located where Victory
Memorial School now
stands), after graduating
from high school. There he
earned his teaching certifi-
cate and in 1900, at the age
of 19, began his career as a
teacher in Salford.

Teacher

After a three year stint
with teaching, however,
earning only $350 annually,
he found himself unable to
support his new bride, the
former Annie Mayberry of
Salford. Married February
24,1904, Mr. Jenvey left the
teaching profession shortly
before his marriage, to
take-up a career in farm-
ing.

Relocating from Salford
to the second concession of
West Oxford, Mr. Jenvey
began to gain an interest in
purebred Holstein-
Fresiesans. However, he
continued to teach as a
supply teacher, during the
winter months.

INcERSoLe Times
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In 1908 he earned the
position of clerk and
treasurer of West Oxford.
For an annual salary of
$200, his responsibilities as

“clerk included performing

the duties of secretary of
the board of health, divis-
ion registrar, and deputy
fire marshall. He held this
position for 10 years, until
1918, when he decided to
pursuit his teaching career
once again.

This time he joined the
faculty at the Ontario
Agricultural College in
Guelph, serving as a
member of the Department
of Economics. He main-
tained this position until
1923 when he again decided
to return to farming.

His interest in purebred
Holstein-Fresiesans re-
mained firm and his farm
boasted a herd of 110. In
1926, Mr. Jenvey was asked
to join the Oxford Holstein
Club as asales representat-
ive and exporter. During
this time he was instru-

mental in exporting $40,000
of registered Holstein-
Fresiesans from the count-
ry. He held this position
until 1933.

Tornbetween a career in
education or in farming,
Mr. Jenvey combined the
two in 1934 when he
introduced the first life size
replica of Springbank Snow

Countess, a record milk
cow. He took the paper
mache model on 1934 tour
of schools at the request of
the Ontario Holstein Assoc-

iation, three years before'

the Holstein-Fresiesans As-
sociation of Canada erect-
ed a permanent statue in
Woodstock.

Mr. Jenvey was honored

by the Oxford Holstein Club
in 1966 when he received a
certificate in recognition of
his skills as a breeder. He
served as a member of the
club for 64 years.

At the age of 54, in 1935,
he was appointed field
secretary for the Holstein-
Fresiesang Association of
Canada. His field of

(Page 20f7)
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operation in this position
included all of Western
Ontario and involved 36,000
miles of travel yearly. He
held this post for nine
years.

It was also in 1926 that
Mr. Jenvey retired from
dairy farming, leaving a
270 acre farm to relocate at
23 Ann Street, Ingersoll.

~Honored

In October 1977 Mr.
Jenvey was honored by the
Holstein-Fresiesans Assoc-
iation of Canada when after
65 years of membership, he
was made an honorary life
member. At that time
recalled that when he had
joined the association in
1912, membership stood at
1,399. Upon receiving his
life membership, he noted
that the association had
over 13,000 members.

Mr. Jenvey was the
fourth person in Canada to
receive a life membership
from the association.

In 1899, when Borden’s
Co. opened their Ingersoll
plant, Byron Jenvey was
the first person to draw
milk to the plant. In April
1974 he was honored by the
company when he reenact-
ed the delivery as part of
an official ceremony. In
19499, Mr. Jenvey and
James G. Milne, . were
invited by Borden’s to star
in a special Canadian
Cavalcade on a national
network to mark their 50th
anniversary.

Mr. Jenvey was active in
various areas, including
recreation. As a young man
he participated in football,
lacross and foot racing. In
1926 following his move to
Ingersoll, he joined the
local lawn bowling cluband
became quite good at the
sport.

In 1%54 he and partners
Albert Worham, Byron
McCarthy and Arthur Iz-
zard won the Ontario
Provincial Lawn Bowling
Championship, played in
Kingston.

Heserved as secretary of
the Lawn Bowling club for
30 years and in May 1977 he
was honored with a life
membership to the club.

Citizen
of Year

In June of that same year
he was named Citizen of
the Year by Branch 119 of
the Royal Canadian Leg-
ion. In September 1977 he
was chosen grand marshall
for the town’s annual
Cheese and Wine Festival
parade. On August 27, 1977
he held a place of honor for
the grand opening of the

town’s cheese factory mus--

eum. 4

In all, Mr. Jenvey served
on over 60 boards, execut-
ives, councils and commit-
tees, in various capacities.
As well as those mentioned,
he also spent 25 years as
director of the Ingersoll
North and West Oxford
Agricultural Society, 20
years as a member of the
Ingersoll suburban roads

committee, 17 years as
chairman of the Harris
Street cemetery board, 11
years as chairman of
Ingersoll’s board of health,
seven years as a member
of the West Oxford Histor-
ical Society, six years as
secretary treasurer of the

West Oxford School board
and three years as treasur-
er of the Red Cross Society.

On top of his work in
farm and teaching related
jobs, he also spent seven
years as auditor for the
Durham and West Oxford
Insurance Company and 11
years as a real estate
evaluator.

Both Mr. and Mrs.
Jenvey were faithful work-
ers in the Salford Baptist
Church and until Mr.
Jenvey was no longer able
to drive to and from the
church, they were extrem-
ely active. In appreciation
for their years of leader-
ship as teachers and choir
members, a window was
dedicated in their memory,
at the church.

Married
73 years-

As recently as last
summer, Mr. Jenvey was
the oldest guest at the
Alumni’s Golden annivers-
ary dinner formenwhohad
graduated in 1928 or
earlier. .

Mr. and Mrs. Jenvey,
married in 1904, attained
the remarkable record of
73 years of marriage. Mrs.
Jenvey died in 1977.

INGERSOLL
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Byfon Jenvey was there during the opening ceremonies of the Ingersoll Cheese Factory
Museum August 27, 1977.

i A 2 i S m& AQ

/NeeELsoLl » INGERSOLL TimES
TimES Here, 96-years-old and still lawn bowling, Jenvey receives an honorary membership into the

Ingersoll Lawn Bowling Club. Presenting the membership, left to right, are Ralph Adam February 13, 1970
Feb. ’3/'ﬁ9 and Jack Herbert. (Paae 4 of 1)
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lesson. ..

“Young people today are
not interested in history”’,
once claimed the late
Byron G. Jenvey. ‘‘They
are more preoccupied look-
ing towards the future. It's
only the old-timers like me
who like to remember the
past”.

In spite of such frequent
statements as this, Byron
Jenvey and much of the
history collected in his
treasured albums, were
well known to many
Ingersoll area school child-
ren. As recently as only
two-years-ago Mr. Jenvey
travelled to various schools
to show his history collect-
ion and to pass along some
of the knowledge he had
gained. :

The Jenvey Files which
ran for 14 months on a
regular weekly basis inThe
Ingersoll Times, were col-
lected by many area
residents, both young and
old. Often the articles were
glued into scrap books and
used as school projects.

And despite Mr. Jenvey’s
protests when referred to
as the town or county

TENVEY eynn

historian, saying ‘I merely
like to keep the facts
straight,”” he will long be
' remembered for the hist-
ory he compiles over the
years.

His albums contain every
news story of importance
to the district, stretching
over many years. As well,
he wrote of events as they
happened from his own
personal experience. Al-
though we do not have the
space to run many of the
articles compiles from his
files and used in The
Jenvey Files, here are a
few excerpts from some of
his files. .

From one Jenvey file
came this delightful tale.

In 180 Dereham town-
ship had 15 school sections
with 12 schools in operat-
ion. Children between five
and 16 who went to school
totalled 650. Those not
taught numbered 218,

about one third of the
number taught. This ac-
counts for the fact that
many during the 1970’s and
80’s could neither read nor
write. Some could not write

Citizen of the Year in 1977, Byron Jenvey receives congratulations from Judy Hayes.

(Paﬂc 5Se€7)

their own n.mes and did
not know their name if they
saw it written.

This condition did not
pertain to the time this
article was first written in
1930. School Acts had been
enactedto force children to
attend school for a number
of years and attendance
officers saw that the act
was enforced.

In 1850 schools in Dere-
ham operated seven mon-
ths of the year. Teachers
were paid an average of
$106 per year.

Each operating school
received a legislative grant
of $23 and about the same
municipal grant. When
applied to Dereham, it
would be applicable to all
the country.

In the pioneer days, the
great majority of rural
children left school as soon
as they were able to do
work around the home and
farm. Some girls and a few
boys remained for higher
education in hopes of
becoming teachers. These
could take a course in
teacher training in Hamil-
ton or London.

The son of a pioneer in
the Springford district,
relates that gum chewing
was strictly forbidden in
the school he attended. If
the teacher caught a pup'gl
chewing gum, the pupil
was made to deposit the
gum on the teacher’s table.

Each succeeding pupil
caught chewing was order-
ed to pile his gum on the
other. Then when the cud
became large enough to fill
a pupil's mouth, the gum
chewers were made to roll
the lump on the floor and
each take a turn at chewing
it.

Apparently no evil re-
sulted as the gum chewers
grew to healthy individ-
uals.

Since then great changes
have beenmade. In today’s
schools, consolidation and
hauling pupils in buses and
the methods of teaching,
not to mention construction
of the building itself, has
altered greatly. Expulsion

NeERS0LL T7mES
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of pupils has replaced
teacher punishment.
Another story clipped

from Mr. Jenvey’s files

was this one.
In the calamity of fire,

Ingersoll has experienced
the most disasterous des-
tructionof property that ha
visited any of the western
towns of this province in
many years. Having been,
in a measure, free from
this scouge for many years,

the people and the authorit-
ies had in a measure,
become reliant and fear-
less of the iminent danger
under which they were
living, and were totally
unprepared to subdue the
ravanges of the devouring
element if it was once
allowed to get under
headway.

Several reports of the
fire have been given in the

daily papers furnished to ,

them by telegraph which of
necessity have been very

meagre, and in many °

instances inaccuracies
have occured, which from
the hurray from which they
were prepared were im-
possible to avoid. Outside
of the town, few persons
have any adequate idea of
the extent of the fire or of
the destruction and the loss
which has been sustained.
We have taken the greatest
pains to gater the minutest
details and incidents con-
nected with the destruction

and shall endeavor to give
a correctreport. While it is
a matter which has been
uppermost in the minds of
all and the surviving
friends of the unfortunate
victims have the united
sympathies of the whole
people.

The fire broke out a few
minutes before eight on the
evening of Tuesday, May 7,

1872 in the part of the
stables attached to the
Royal Exchange Hotel on
Oxford Street near the
corner of Charles Street. It
was owned by John Walsh
Esq., who also owned a
large amount of property in
the vicinity and was last
occupied as a hotel by W.
Hayward, who vacated it
about three weeks before
the fire. Mr. Searles had
leased the place a few days
before and had moved part
of this furniture into it,
prepatory to opening out
again in the same business.

The barn and hotel were
old frame tenements which
rapidly succumbed to the
intense heat. From these
buildings the fire spread
rapidly in a south and
easterly direction, taking
as it went south the
residences of Chas. P. Hall
and the Prince of Wales
Hotel, lately occupied by
William Gallagher, but
since his removal to the
Atlantic House, by Mr. J.
Bowman. The  Market
Square prevented a further
spread of the fire in this
direction.

The buildings on the west
side of Oxford and on the
northside of Charles Street
also burned. These includ-
ed the Daly Horse Stables,
the Chamber’s Hotel, the
old Wesleyan Church build-
ing, R. MacDonald’s barn,
containing a large quantity
of coal oil and Misters
Badden and Delaney’s
carriage and wagon fact-
ory.

The McMurray Hotel and
several other smaller
buildings sustained a sev-
ere scorching and narrow-
ly escaped taking fire, but
were saved by the strenu-
ous and untiring exertions
of the inhabitants whose

(Page bof 1)
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only appliances were buc-
kets of water, wet blankets
and carpets. While this
mass of frame buildings

; was burning, although the

wind was very light coming
from the north west, the
heat was very intense.
Flames rolled along like
waves of the sea, one over
the other, each succeeding
those licking in and con-
suming another of the
small buildings, at therear
of the three storey block on
the west side of Thames
Street, which seemed to
catch and burn simultane-
ously the whole length,

. leaving it a heterogenous

mass of ruin.

Many of the buildings of
this block were new or
nearly so, and were
occupied by Mr. Vance’s
bakery and confectionery
store. The upper storey
was the Masonic Hall, the
store of the estate of
George E. Perkins - both
these stores had very
handsome fronts.

Mr. Browett and Barker,
Hardware; the Niagara
District Bank, over which
C.E. Chadwich the agent
lived; Misters J. and H.

Little, grocers; Alexander
Gordon, tailor; G.W. Wal-
ley grocery and glassware;
Misters McCaughey and
Walsh, barristers in the
upper storey of the Odd-
fellows Hall.
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The Chronicle Office,
started the summer before
and only just completed by
J.S. Gurnett, editor and
proprietor; north of this
block on the one side were
three frame buildings,
demolished almost as soon
as they took fire, occupied
by J. F. Moorey, cabinet
and show room, Bryne and
McGolrich saddlers; Mrs.
Curtis, milliner and dress-

maker; Mrs. Miller gro- _
cer; Miss Webster, millin- -

er and dressmake-; F. and
G. Lewis, photographer;
Mr. Curtis, boot and shoe
maker.

The next building on this
side of the street was M.B.
Holcroft’s grocery store,
which being of brick and
very high stayed the
progress of the flames in
this direction. His building
and stock were very much
damaged and will required
good deal of repair beforeit
presents the fine appear-
ance it did before the fire.

The remaining stores in
this block were occupied by
Mr. J. OfNeil, grocer;
Roger Agor, broker; N.
Hayes, insurance agent;
-Warren Harris, boots and

_ shoes; R.Y. Ellis and Bro.

* Hardware, all of whom had
their stocks and furniture
damaged by water and
removal. The goods from
many of the stores oppos-
ite, in the hope that they
would be safe but so fierce
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was the fury of the flames
that before the west side of
Thames Street was half
burnt, the east side caught
fire and the main street of
the town was one channel
of fire.

When the east side of the
street caught, it was
utterly impassable and the
only means of saving the
goods in the store and the
furniture in the houses was
to take them out the back

"doors down to the bank of
the creek whichruns at the
rear.

This was a very difficult
and tedious process and as
a consequence, very little
goods were saved. The
parties who occupied this
side of the street were H.
Vogt, jeweler, frame build-
ing torn down; T.F.
Fawkes, jeweler; G.J.
Shrapnell, grocer; J. Hug-
ill, photographer; T.H.
Barraclought, boot and
shoes; Holmes and Gilles-
pie, dry goods; M. Tripp,
druggist; Alex McKenzie,
residence; Jas McNiven,
dry goods; Jas McDonald,
hats and caps; Alex
Macaulyey, dry goods;
R.F.Hunter, residence and

John Gayfer shop and
residence; Jas. F. McDon-
ald, mayor. This building
was riddled, it in a great
measure prevented further
spread of the flames.
While it was burning the
London firemen arrived
and having taken up a good
position in the creek, threw
two good streams upon it,
getting the fire pretty well
under control. Up to this

~time (11 o'clock), it was

hard to conjecture where
the fire would stop. The
remaining stores on this
side of the street were E.
Robinson’s Grocery; R.
Kerr’s dry goods; William
Douglas’s grocer; L. Noe
fruiter; Robert Gaines,
barber.

The last two occupied
frame buildings were torn
down to prevent the spread
of the flames.

Hundreds of families in
the vicinity packed up their

(pﬁ_ge Te€7)
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goods and moved them to-
places of safety. Mr.
MclIntyre’s cabinet factory
in the rear of MacDonald’s
block, was in imminent
danger and most certainly
have gone had it not been
for the superhuman efforts
of Mr. McIntyre and his
men, who worked like
trojans on the roof, thus
saving not only their own
buildings but both sides of
King Street which most
certainly would have gone
had the fire once reached
this large factory, as all the
surrounding buildings are
frame andif they had gone,
the amount of suffering and
destitution would have
been incalcuable.

When the fire was at its
height and the efforts of our
own firemen with their
inefficient apparatus were
nearly exhaused, the May-
or telegraphed to London
and Woodstock for assist-
ance.
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