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f'United Empire Loyalist Descendant 
F Tells Of Early Days In South Norwich

- J F* day they setHeS on thc grant on 
land whore Stanley Davis now < 
lives, and built a log house which ’
si nod long a f te r I

■

The following story was prepared by Mrs. Charles Snell (Ellen 
I Jones) and was given as a paper by her her at the Women s

March 11th 1927. Mrs. Snell, who died
4

Families living there
remember. ;

that
■

I
- h

time were Cromwells. Cornells, 
Addisons, Vanbuskirts and Chest-

►

er Johnston.I lute meeting, Otterville, on ,
■, October 16th, last year, was the last member of a family of W chil- - * Lack Of Postal Service 
';drr > and was a descendant of one of the oldest pioneer United One KILav inconvenience was
’ Fr.ipirc Loyalist families in this district.^ . 4 P°stnl Rprvice in the

“One hundred and twenty F1«l wns. was established

last member of a family of 10 chil-

*

*

r

One great inconvonien re
5

? First Horse In 1808
i

r-Fc xn years ago, the township of 
F South Norwich was an unbroken |

un
• t

J

no roads except a few 'forest, ------ -----r
t1 blazed trees made by the survey-

’ ors or the'track of an Indian. 1
, Wild animals were numerous.
s The township of Norwich (now

4 In 1808 the first horse
brought into this township by
Josiah Gilbert who settled in

; ’Springford. Joseph Spitler was 
another settler at this time. In

' 1810 the first white child Was 
born in Otterville, Peter Avery.< ine rownsnip oi wrwun u>uw , In thc summcr of 1811 

- d,vldcd. .,nto North and Soi‘tn / were 11 families
therev aiviaca mio norm anu ouuui > wcre n families UvinR jn the 

: Norwich) was surveyed by Mr p fownship find 5 2oo acrcs of land 
h Hamley in 1790. In ? had been taken up. The first/ division made in Western Ontario H

*

was
no nost office 

in the Countv
unHl 1821, whon„ one was opened . 
at Ingersoll, and about thc same
1 imp another at Bu’ford.
nearest post office
caster about

I

I
The

w; s at An-
60. miler away,

, Correspondence was rather
pensive chon.

/

1

ex-»
Postage on a let-

ter from England being 60 cents 
and from New York 25 cents. In
1830 John Cornell opened the1

V i m t < A ' scason 32 a<^s had been put into, Norwich Town- crop, and in the second 735 acrcs. j ship was made a portion of the । Jn 1817 thc noouhtion W3S 170< 
. County of Norfolk. By an act of producing agriculturists 22. 
• Parliament which came into । Jn 1820 the surplus wheat o(! 

• --n ^aui‘ 2S.2~ANorwich amounted to several, coming in 18.31, and was our
nfP r^vfC^ thousand bushels. For many : nearest medical aid. Some years

‘ ° M?Xwnayears the surplus wheat had to later Dr. Carter settled in Ottcr-
22nd, 1800, Mr. Wilcox ( teamed 60 miles to AncastCr. ' ville. In 1831 Peter Hamilton and

U later turned traitor and was kill- ------------- william Hardy built an iron
smelting furnace, but an accid- 

and so difficult to travel that 23 1 . ent happened and thc enterprise 
“ was considered a full was abandoned. In 1833 on the

first post office in Otterville and 
also a store. The lack of medical

• /attention was a great hardship. 
. Dr. Cook was the first doctor. He 

lived in the village of* Norwich,

J

I.
i
I

amounted 
bushels.

coming in 1831,

44 

I I 
II

■I
■ •

be teamed 60 miles to AncastOr. ’ ville. In 1831 Peter Hamilton and
Hamilton had not a market at.- cd) of York, now the City of tkjs tjmp ^he roads wcre rough 

Toronto, received from thc
an

- IS
J

: Crown a grant of 15,000 acres of 
• land lying east of the middle 

I town line and from the first and
bushels was abandoned.

, I 12th concessions, one mile In 
| width, numbering from nor€h to 
1 ' south and having 28 lots of 200 
r acres in each concession. In 1885

load and it required a three-day 1 first Saturday in July. Asa Dur- 
kce came here, and in 1834 sb rt-

1

it was divided into North and

journey.
During thc American Revolu

tion of 1812 a great many who ' 
were loyal to the Crown suffer
ed nt the hands of the Revolu-

? ed a tannery. In the year 1 BoJ I

1 South Norwich, the road passing, 
i between the 6th and 7th conccs-1

t i o n i s t c•r • among them my great-

i sions being the boundary line. ( 
j Those “two townships were jok- I 
b ingly called Sodom and Gom-» 
}• morrah. In 1807 John Earl and

grandfather, Powell, who they 
hung up to an apple tree to 
make him disclose the where-
a bouts of some 
Grandmother,

hidden money.
disguised as a

} Paul Avery received a grant of ghost frightened them
* land from thc government where 
r they erected a grist and saw 
‘'min,

I and cut him down,
away,

but he did
erected nnt live long after that. After
just a little above thc pre- 

? sent dam. They sold to Cook and 
। Galloway, were succeeded by thc 
[ Cromwells, who built a second

and larger mill a few feet below 
/ the present flour mill. John C. 

* Fernie of Hamilton owned them 
l for a short time and in 1845 sold

; to Edward Bullock, who built
Mother mw, znilL. 4

■*^^1 ■

I

people came to thismy mother’s people c imo to this 
community, settling on the Ball 
farm. My mother and her sister 

• rode horseback to thc first school, 
west of Springford. It was built 
of logs and as glass was not ob
tainable, sheets of greased paper 

' were utilized for windows. The

J

-

■
I X

u 
(I
.J

\4

desks were of boards supported f d.I

this my grandfather, John Jones 
xVnuld not live under Republican 
Government, so in May 1819 he i 
brought Grandmother nnd

. bv wooden pins, driven into the 
logs. The scats were of split 
logs

The scats were
1 " not a nail in the whole

, building, 
blazed trail.

The only road was a
Smitlxson Waller

i

11

f w a s the teacher and the school
children (my father, being the 
younger) in a wagon drawn bv 
nn ox team, with their household 
goods and arrived in Otterville 
^nd stayed all night on the banks

two , fee* for cat h child was $2
The teacher stavedper month.

where there were the most chil-
dren. My father was taught by
his mother, who also taught as

r
I

many nf the neighbour children 
near where Mr. | as would come to her. Later 

^Wyalt>_hayseJJs, now-.*The next | , father. was |enV. M Brantford .to
of the Otter,
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Retool Tt was hot Until 1820 that 
Oxford had a representative of 
her own in Parliament. Previous 
to that time she had been 
Middlesex and Norfolk.

a

and

nnd grandfather
representative

with
Her

was Thomas Horn-first member
I cr and in 1824 she sent 
f and Charles Jncmsoll to 
L sent her. In 1941 I 1 
j lament. OHervillc belonged to the 

Countv of Brock. The first jail 
i for criminals was established in 
I 1840 and the first resident Judge ■

Horner 
repre-

L

' was

The first jail

Judge Arnold. The office of 
of Oxford wasthe Registrar 

first filled by
The office was

Thomas Horner, 
removed from

Ingersoll to Woodstock in 1848.
Prior to 1848 Magistrate in

Sessions
to 1848

, Quarter expended

*u1arlv latherwith ’mother moved to this vtl- 
mu KCPI «

copper and cabinet shop, where 
Young’s hotel now stands.

th«' work was stepped. In 1872 
J, F. Bullock and Gilbert Mnoic’,

1age and kept a grocery of Norwich, 
the people

Inb’n’sted some
In Woodslnck

<4 
and

Mr JM.ikiri'a"fever .was so hard on 
them that they wore glad io 

back on the farm after four 
vears suffering. While in the vil- 

Anna started to school in the

fever was so
were

Simcoe
was

and the present railroad
completed. A Canadian

move

lane
building ofwhk’h stood back 

Her firstMrs. Collver s home..Chaunceyteacher was unaunccy Will ox. 
After the present school was 

1857 she attended there, 
the firstbuilt in

H N. Cnutland was
teacher in the upper ro<)m Ian>d 
Miss Hattie Stover in the lower 

The Continuation school

room

Southern and Great Western was 
finished about th<* same time. In
in 13 the 
Quaker

first (’hurch was
church, which stood

a 
on

th i' west of the burying
west of the village
sold a few years 1

ground,
Tins was

Uto to Varden,
Spring lord, for a hog house.
Churches Arc Built

Mr. Samuel Fab built an Epis
copal Methodist Church just west 
of the Friends’ Church which

I 
i

room.
was op *1ned in 1024.
First Election Hehl

Tn 1848 the last District Coun- ■ 
ci). District of Brock. chang
ed to County of Oxford. In 18. 0 

pertaining to public i . p eioCtion of Ihc Township 
. V' rlcs and local governments. ( Norwich was held in the v>l- 

to the hands of the people • . ()f Norwich with Gerry Dc-
‘ “ ------ -- 1 ,’ ,r nq Reeve, councillors elect-Long ns Kecvc, GrKfjn Mj

Wilcox and Asa 
In 1851 Truman Wil- 

with the same 
of

money for public improvements.
the introduction of municipal tmrlnr TjA — -
Ihc introduction m niuinuip<u । 

^mstituHons under BahAvin La: 
LFuvntaln, administration of all 
nriHeiJ pertaining to public i 

local governments.
► ri ssme

also sold. In 1834 my nmth-was
- cr’s people all bring
’ Catholics, ’ grandfather 

the first Priest, Father X Uv< t1e, 
to this County, also the first 
to Middlesex and mass was cclc-‘

all

also

to
—«

representatives composed i' vho$p rcpresmiaiivrs imni.ybm > ........... .
the ('ouncll of thm Corporations. •> . were
The Hon. P. B. Dcblaqucrc was 

'nopointed by Ihc Crown p^War- 
der of this district.

1 f^£t hotel wns kent by Mr. Flan-
: who sold to Steven Yarrine-.j

..vlf, then to James Cromwell. ' 
From his hands it came to Mr. . 
Cleveland. It was burned in ( 
.the fire of 1867, which wiped out ’ 
rhearly the whole village.

In 1833 the
*
*

r Stover, Truman
‘ Durkee.

L % A

: cox was reeve, ,
council with tbr excop ion 

Hnlmes takingBenjamin Holmes 
place of DeLong.

was

Volunteers Summoned
t

• • 
h.

W-

devout 
brought

lh<*

brated in their home for over 50 
In 1842 father and motheryears

wore ma rried bv Rev. Mr. Pedriea r > . r Y 1 -. > •Bay-an Anglican Minister from 
ham. They took their 
tour on horseback. I have a letter 
written in 1845 to Mr. Burn 

■ Dereham. from Rev. James Stew- 
4z>iiir»rf nf services to be held

wedding

in

art, telling of services 
Addison's, Summerville,

Durkee wns reeve and here (he . OUerv.ne.

divided into North and 
Norwich. In 1856 the firstw;^

South

<4

On the 6th day of December, 
1B37 Dr. Duncombe, then an M.P.

• council was: , Asa Durkee,renve^
Jesse Cornell, R« 8-

services. I Jmw' also a 
iho oath of allegiance l ~:n.c0 
father Jones, in 133f. About 18j iau,L Church was be-

the J

of Grand-
**T

the old AnglicanEdward Bullock gave 
Mel Durkee has a

. councillors,- Jesse ’-ornmi. »• j 
st.Mine thnt McKenzie •

n< Toronto, called 1 1»S4 David
’ foundry, one of the , ,n> nr Carlcr, Addisons.'

the I them being pur|.;ec, I

h*r four enns up

, t

1 had possession nf Toronto, called * La meeting and secured volunteers - 
t my father was one of the first t « Stage built a 
| men to join, serving Under Col. 
L Bradley and Captain Walcn. A 
r number wore taken and kept in 
J W.A. Cromwell’s store (now part 
b, of the Otterville Manufacturing 
r Co. Plant). One man by the name

A
«

4 
d

time the Erbs ■ 
G.nd woollen mills.

gun.
ground. Mr
list of the peoplei fed toward »hc bu k mg among

JI. P. Jones,

I

' ”"iH XS "tabi s.- <«.:■• ™a !
and grain warehouses;, remembet the in.I Williams

; Hllery warehouses’,, the galley "J ‘ dou redwith tea served inJohn Furlong, shingle and coop-p jnnn rvri’»nH» • carriage' the church. Id 1«BO the c<Vcragc shops; Parsons, carriage he chi 1 north west
canning factory. potash ^,lc" . An(ilican Church. Th<

4 Parsons, carriage^of Bedford was hanged and wns
। buried outside the Quaker bury- i f works, 
ing ground, north of the village ]

Norwich One woman stole the ! i and Richard
raeFVYS I Toibot bad n contrae.

had to let the water off tn rccov- . !'rs! ^'ilrrnrcrtll^ collecting
'er them. A mother with four ’ - Delhi *n Ingcrsc 1 ,
^snns walked all the way tn Niag- .. «fccs at toll R8t«. bv Wal-
L»ra to ask for her husband's par- } w™ kcpl • - •
‘ don. which was granted her und- Her H^n C y it?„nd wasEer the condition that she bring I .Tn 1850 a railroad was

loyal to the I / bv Woodcock

4

King. This prnm:sc sh<* kent ns 
they all were soldiers of the King 
when they wore grown men. In' 
JR31 there tvnn n coloured school j 
in the middle townilne taught bv •’ 
Hnlingback. Mv sister Annie, tells 1 

Lof going thorn for throe day*, ( 
Lcarrlod bv Wall Hulct. but in (
eider V? $«nd . her to school re?- • • * * * » * A M^4^^- **>*^^^

-

—r- -

I

old Anglican.match factory : theworks: Warners,...-
; and John McFarlane ™.rriagc 

and blacksmith shops. R^hard 
contract and bunt

4

• those toll gates was
• lor Rm<cly ntt 
'Tn 1850 a “":‘-

the Cole Road.

first. preacher was
Bonapar’c Anderson
bush meeting

Napoleon; 
and theirl

used to. . attract a; 
wd from the,

. • ■ asurroifmdhingnVown^ and cities. 

thC

very

the
• • ■

the’n'Jme'of Wilkinson;

■ ▲ A.
JII

Methodist; 
man by

rrtion, th^nstarted then New ConneetKm.
| ,fhv Woodcock ana Erie i Lesley an. Jn the
j jR.R;Cn.It w?s ^ , of 1868 JI-

*> Zimmerman, was
1- ;»

nd Lake Eric 1

<
*

1854’when the promoter. Mr.killed and ftll I land

1

।

»

. -w •
I

it was’
Wcs-‘
three’

In the spring( 
Williarn Havt.! 

of "Burgessvillc tamo

<

A “r •

*
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'Otterville and field meetings irH 
the town hall for some time and ? 
then organized the Baptist, 
Church ' with Stephen DcLong 
find Silas Slaght as deacons and . 
Edwnrd Titus as Church Clerk. .

organized the

i The'following names are some ;
nf the chartered members: Mrs. '
Edmund Abigail Titus, •

Ellon Tibbets,'

1

I ♦

«
«

•1

*

<

i 1

Li
I

fl

«

<

■

KUza Titus. Mrs.
' Mary Jane Walker, CHmena 
; Blcaklcv, Mrs. Penrose, Mr. and j 
■ Mrs. Amos Richards. The prosont^ 
f church property was built in j
December 18G6. In 1864 tho> 

’ Otterville town hnll was built, by : 
L the Sons of Temperance. Then ; 
i the Dramatic Chib with the hcln ' 
' of the town, moved it from thej 
told site, (near the Baptist^ 
| Church) to Main S’reet, put an ’ 
, addition at tho back and bricked i 
Mt in.‘ John McFarlane Sr. and J 
I Peter Beemer starred the first '

Walker,

d

1

< t

t
■

'

» •

r

4

4
*1r

t

■

"J

■

4

■

\

4

V

i
■ I

-4

*

I

ft
!
'
6 i

*

9

bringing the instruments , 
Mr. -•

bend, 
with them from Waterford.
Durkee has fh^ dtum in his pos-'| 
session now. In 18G5 the Agricul- 
tnral S^cic*y was started with j 
A. B. Moore 0 4 president, Samuel I 

fWallneo. Beniamin Collvcr, Ed- 
t ward Bollock. H. P. Jones, and

» »

1

4 ■
*

€
e

*

-

others. Fnr a number of years it 
; was very successful and became 7 
the County Fair and was looked j

, forward to from year to year, * 
1 with about as much interest t 
as wo look forward'tn the Pro- ’ 

fvmcHI Fair nt Toronto. In the 1
80’s it began tn away and the

L rrnuhd wnc finally sold to J. R. J 
1 Johnson. From the old buildings “ 
I the pavilion in the Community y 
I Park wrts eroded in 1924.

from year to year.
OS

V

Went To Fenian Raid 1
At the time of the Fenian Raid 1 

i in 18A« a number of oul- Norwich ' 
:nnd Ot‘ervll1o boys belonged to I 
’the Oxford Rifles. When orders J 
frame from headnuarters thev J 
[hasten'd to the border and at 4

they snw seven JPort Colborno __
who were killed in 

ihte Battle of Rldgext8& J^hen
^rtnndlnnc
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UTTER V ILLis HAS COLOURFUL HISTORY

the trouble was over they returned in a few weeks to their horn.

Some of t e b isiness men of the town in the order they came

as near as I can give them were: John Carnell, Mason and Lydell,

G. W. Carder, Durkee, Cromwell, Jones, Doan Coote, Dr. A. J. Col-

ver, K. Kay, Bullock Bros. Braid and McMurtry, York Bros.,w. >

Purvis and Cornell, Flick and Hillier, Wetheral, Carter, Chicwell.
9

S. B. Lossing, T. J. Pennington Purvis and Wyatt, Smilev and>

Paxton, J. Matheson Bean and Miller. This does not include9

our present business men. In 1367 Henry Eggman had a photo-

granhic crallery and for a good many years was also one of our
^4*

firs^brick layers and masons. We had a flourishing paper
LB

"The Ar^us," edited by V/. C. Holland. I have a cony of June 22nd

1367. In 1379 The Otterville Manufacturing Co. was started

under the name of Otterville Sweeper Co. The partners were

H. E. Bullock and J. E. Bullock of Chicago, and F. G. Bullock

9

and W. F. Kay of Otterville. In 1379 Mr. Robert opened the
first bank, a private one, and with Mr. Sam Smiley interested 

the people and started the Otter Cemetery and Park.
In 133L fire destroyed the whole south side of the business

portion of the town. In 1393 Otterville was incorporated as

a Police Village and in 1913 through the foresight of the
trustees at that time the installation of the present village

■

ater system was commenced. In 1915-16 H. E . Bullock of
»

hicago erected a memorial Anglican Church, rectory and Parish
all. In 1916 Otterville was first served with hydro electric 

owerl In this year also our Horticultural Society was started
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through the untiring energy of Mm. E. M. Pennington, w^o W^S

the first president. We are reaping the benefits today in
our homes, parks and gardens. In 1917 the Tred Rite Shoe Co.
Ltd. was incorporated and commenced business. In 191" they

4

• •

t

*

■

I

r

*

were burned out and rebuilt on the present site, employing

great many of out-of-town people. In 1925 the Otterville

Canners Ltd. was started and is a big asset to our town.

men of Otterville have a fine bowling green.

a

The
We also have two

tennis courts, a croquet green, skating rink, baseball field
*

and swimming pool. We have a gasoline launch on the river

in the Park, where picnics come from surrounding towns for

a days’ pleasure. We also have a splendid library and last

but not least a flourishing Women’s Institute.
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