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After their passing, | was much braver in my older age, and had the portrait shipped to my home near
Vancouver, B.C. Why? |was always curious as to the story of this distinguished gentleman with the
probing eyes. My father and mother did not know other than it was an Elliott from long ago. No one
was certain. He has graced the walls of my suburban split level having a prominent place in the living
room, not front and center, but still seen every day. His eyes still follow you.

Work, kids, and life in general all got in the way of concerning myself with the mystery man. After many
years, life has slowed and my gaze has swung around again to the portrait. When Covid 19 reared its
head, | was looking for some activity that | could do while entrenched in my house and decided to find
out who this man may be. And the great adventure had begun.

Genealogy is an inexact research project. What seems right in one moment can be proven wrong in the
next. Additional facts will always be found that will change the narrative. Speculation is a common tool
when delving into ancestor’s lives. Common sense is another tool.

There will be debate about my research and conclusions and | hope in the future this work can be either
verified with certainty, modified or proven wrong. | fought many times with dates that did not match on
documents and clippings and used a best guess principal. That is what genealogy is all about. In this
case, | have taken on the project of family history while using a genealogy framework. | have compiled
family stories and timelines that hopefully create an understanding of the history of the Elliott family
that arrived in Oxford County, Ontario in 1843.

With the help of websites like Ancestry, Find My Friends etc. | went searching. | scanned government,
newspaper and library records, made phone calls, sent emails and travelled on multiple research trips
back home to Ingersoll, Ontario. | have harassed library staff and cemetery administrators. | have met
many new friends and conversed with distant relatives. | reintroduced myself to close relatives and
have listened to many of their unheard recollections. It did not take long to dig into the Elliott family
background. | felt like the detective in a mystery novel. | have dealt with roadblocks, dead ends,
mystery children and lost souls. | have witnessed terrible deaths and worthy accomplishments. Some
answers have evaded me. There is even an infamous gun toting family feud. | have a whole new
respect of what my ancestors went thorough in eras past and am grateful that | live in my present time
span.

With this mindset, | set off to run up the family tree of each child of my great, great, great grandmother
and grandfather that arrived from North Devon to the Atlantic shores of Canada in 1843. My hope was
to identify histories and stories of at least three generations of descendants of each of the nine children
of patriarch and matriarch John and Mary Elliott. With help from many others, three and even four
generations have been fleshed out.

Each child will have a “book” or section about their family. | suggest that the first book be read before
reading the other books or even just the book about the family you are interested in. This will give the
reader some background on the family.

And always remember that the acronym:
IRC is the Ingersoll Rural Cemetery
Con is Concession



Chapter 1: Some Background History

Since my early teens when | first asked about my Elliott ancestors, | was told we were from the English /
Scottish borderlands. What a group of sheep and horse rustlers we apparently were. | remember my
second cousin, the late Jimmy Elliott, giving me a soft covered book about the history of the Elliott clan
and the Borderlands of Scotland. | have relatives that toured the Scottish border country and visited the
clan’s ancestorial home. | own an Elliott tartan tie.

With that in mind, iPad in hand and a hockey game on TV, | started back tracking my father’s history
beginning with the 1921 Ontario census. The fact that these documents are scanned and freely
available on the internet made tripping back into the late 1800’s fairly easy. | marvel at how long it must
have taken earlier generations of genealogist to track this information down.

The first major wall was the Atlantic Ocean. | found growing evidence via Ontario census records that
the Elliotts were not from Scotland. | stumbled onto an invaluable website. The well researched 1843
North Devon emigration website (noted below) listed the names of those that travelled to North
America from North Devonshire in the 1840s and 1850s. By cross indexing the names on this list with
the names of my relatives | had traced in Oxford County, | had found the location of my ancestors’ old
country shire. What a great stroke of luck that my family chose the year 1843 to emigrate. More about
that later.

The Elliotts are English and from Devonshire.

Who were these Devon Elliotts and where did they come from?

The most comprehensive article | could locate says that the Elliott name has existed since at least 1000
AD and variations of the name was first located in Normandy, France. There have been up to 23
different spellings noted over the years.

The “Eliots” earliest known ancestor is Norman knight Sir William de Aliot, who hailed from Normandy
and held a distinguished rank during the Norman conquest of England in 1066 at the Battle of Hastings.
History books about the Battle of Hastings state that when William the Conqueror first stepped on
British soil, de Aliot proclaimed, for all to see, that he would defend William’s right to England with his
life. There is one legend that William the Conqueror had fallen face first onto the Hastings plains, was
helped to his feet by his knights and turned to face his 5000 strong peasant and farmer army.
Unfortunately, he had a great clod of grass stuck in his face shield, a bad omen to his soldiers. Sir
William de Aliot is said to have stepped forward, removed the clod, and shouted to the assemblage that
their leader had tasted the soil and it was fit to be conquered (or something along those lines). The
army’s angst was removed with those words. As a reward for his bravery and loyalty (or quick thinking),
William the Conqueror gave de Aliot an honourable coat of arms and large tracts of land in Cornwall and
Devonshire.

From this valiant knight are likewise descended the Earls of Minto and St. Germains, Sir William Francis
Eliot and the family of the celebrated Lord Heathfield.
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Ancestry.com






https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/DEV/Emigration/NDevonExodusListing
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com
mailto:devonian47@gmail.com



https://ca.trip.com/hotels/marwood-hotel-detail-31600322/prixford-barton-6-bedrooms/
mailto:barnstaple@jackson-stops.co.uk
http://www.jackson-stops.co.uk












http://www.islandregister.com/ship_data3.html

There was a strong possibility as seen in the following quote that some of the family may have left
earlier in the year in order to smooth the way for the rest. Once again daughter Elizabeth Elliott
Hamlyn’s obituary in the Ingersoll newspaper of the time provides a clue, reading,

“She came with her parents, a sister, and three brothers...”

We can also presume she had her 3 children with her as well. The sister would have been Eliza and the
brothers most likely Thomas, James and Samuel. John and Mary’s son William, wife Eliza and young son
John Rogers may have come over on different ship. There are at least two references in family
obituaries to the family spending some time in Scarboro Township near York (Toronto) before finally
moving to Oxford County. Son John's obituary as mentioned earlier indicated he was in Scarboro
awaiting the family. Port Hope, Durham County and Scarboro were a “hot bed” of Elliotts. There are
records of Elliotts in the Scarboro area who may well have been related to John and had arrived earlier.

A large hint that there were relatives waiting in Scarboro (now an eastern suburb of Toronto) can be
found in Janet Few’s Ph.D. dissertation “Faith Fish Farm and Family — the emigration from N Devon
1841-1901”. In her writing she states that a local funeral in Scarboro in 1840 was attended by over
forty Elliotts.

Chapter 4: A new life in Oxford County: the mystery of the two Johns

The Port Hope area was well settled in 1843 and there was no land available to clear and settle.
Meanwhile, the southern part of Upper Canada including the Oxford County area was still mostly
considered wilderness. Oxford land was very cheap when purchased from locals or granted via the
Canada Company. How the Canada Company reconciled the ownership of the lands and the treatment
of the Indigenous population is the subject of other writings. Large acreages were owned by a handful
of influential men that were granted the land in return for military or political favours. They were more
than willing to parcel off farm lots to newcomers. Leaving his family with friends or relatives in
Scarboro would have been a most logical move for John Sr, while he homesteaded in Oxford County.
He likely had help from his older sons John Jr and William. He purchased land in 1843 at Concession 1
Lot 7 ¥ East 100 acres, in West Zorra Twp., Oxford County. This property is three kilometers north of
Rayside on County Road #31 where it crosses the middle arm of the Thames River. Most of his
neighbours were transplanted Highland Scots named Sutherland, McKay, MacDonald, Ross and
McLeod. The winter of 1843 was noted in the book the History of Beachville, to have been one of the
snowiest on record at that time with 12-foot-high drifts. | am sure the Elliott men were put to the test
the first year they were in West Zorra township.
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https://www.onland.ca/ui/41/books/62803/viewer/143858571?page=79














































