Book 6: The Elliotts of Devon and Oxford County
John Elliott Jr. & Alice Richardson and Family
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Children of John Elliott Jr. and Alice Richardson

George William

John

William R

Thomas

Henry

Charles Brooks

Joseph

Mary E

James Gilroy

George E

Maria Jane

Richard Seldon

B 1846
D 13 Jan 1848 (age 2) Oxford Co.

B 1846
D 22 Aug 1869 (age 23) N Oxford

B 1849 N Oxford.
D 05 Oct 1866 (age 17) N Oxford

B 1852 N Oxford
D 1915 Guelph Ont.

B 1854 N Oxford
D 1925 Warwick R |

B 1855 N Oxford
D 1920 Port Huron

B 1856 N Oxford
D 1893 Ingersoll

B 1860 N Oxford
D 08 Feb 1860 (age 1 month) N Oxford

B 02 Jun, 1861 N Oxford
D 04 Oct 1923 Kalamazoo Mich.

B 1863 N Oxford
D 1936 Lambeth, Middlesex Co.

B 26 Sept 1866 N Oxford
D 06 Apr 1943 Ingersoll

B 1868 N Oxford
D 02 Dec 1929 N Oxford

“John, died August 22, 1869, aged 23 years / William R., died October 5th, 1866, aged 17 years /
George, died January 13th, 1848, aged 2 years / Mary E., died February 8th, 1860, aged 1 month,

children of John and Alice Elliott”

Inscription on John Elliott and family cemetery tombstone
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Yonge & St Clair area. Eva had a brother named Max who was married to Agnes Lang,
her brother, Clifford Lang owned the house on Walmsley Boulevard. In a strange twist
of fate, the couple’s son Owen Forbes Elliott lived at that same house when he attended the
University of Toronto in 1946. By 1922 George and Eva had moved back to Ingersoll
where it appears, George continued to have difficulty adjusting to civilian life. He tried to
start his own business in 1922 & 1923, with money borrowed from his father, but it
failed. In 1924 they moved to a house on Southgate Street in London, this time paid for
by Eva’s father David Owen.

Their first child Norma Isabella was born August 29t 1924 in Delaware. In 1926, a
second child, Owen Forbes was born on April 26™, also in Delaware. Sadly, Norma died
of tuberculous meningitis the following year.

Frustrated by George’s inability to settle down, Eva left him in 1926 and went to live in
Delaware with his parents, a move supported by both families. She later moved into her
own house in Delaware and raised her son Owen with the help of George’s parents.
George’s whereabouts from 1926 until the marriage to Golda Danner in 1929 are not
known. From later records, it is clear that he had connections to the Detroit area. In
addition, his uncles, James Gilroy Elliott and Charles Brooks Elliott, had both moved to
Michigan, but both had died prior to 1926.

Nonetheless George left Canada and was never heard from again until records

surfaced that he had moved to Indiana and remarried a woman named Golda (or
Goldie) Danner in 1929. George spun a few lies on the marriage license, indicating it
was his first marriage, that he was born in Indiana and that his Mother ‘Isabelle Forbes’
had died — all not true. At the time of the illegitimate marriage, he was living on Main
Street in Richmond, Indianapolis, working as a salesman.

There are several records tracking George’s whereabouts in the 1930’s and 1940’s,
most of them confirm his marriage to Golda Danner. A 1930 census record puts them at
Central Avenue in Indianapolis while a 1936 city directory has them at 2911 lllinois
Avenue. The 1940 census has them back at Central.

Besides selling farming machinery he also sold automobiles and worked for the catalogue company
Montgomery Ward. The couple primarily lived in Indianapolis in the 1930s and 1940’s before moving to
Lincoln Park Mi. during WWII.

On April 24, 1942 George registered for the draft due to WW 1. It was mandatory for all
men born before 1897 to do so. He listed his residence as 240 Grove, Highland Park,
Wayne, (presumably Wayne County), in Michigan. He was working for Montgomery
Ward at 400 South Washington in Royal Oak (Detroit suburb).

In 1945 George crossed into the USA from Canada at the Ambassador Bridge in Detroit
listing his birthplace in Ingersoll on July 22, 1892. He claimed permanent residency in
the US with wife Golda Rena Danner Elliott; living at 615 West Troy, Ferndale,

Michigan. He also claimed he had no living relatives in Canada. It is inconceivable that
he had spent time in Canada and did not try to contact his brother, his

mother, his legal wife or his then teenage son, all very much alive at the time.

There are no further records until a U.S. Social Security Death Index of a ‘George Eliot’
who died in November 1965 at age 73. The death occurred in Michigan but is recorded
in the Indiana SSN database. Indiana is where George’s SSN #303-09-3761 was issued
sometime in the late 1930’s or 1940’s. The birthdate in the SSN Death Index database

is July 22, 1893. A further connection is the burial of George Elliot in Section 94, Lot 439
in Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, on November 5, 1965. This is the same cemetery
and plot location where Golda Danner and her sister Bessie (Marine) Danner are
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https://saltspringarchives.com/Ruckle_Fonds/index.html
http://rucklefarmsaltspringisland.com/about-ruckle-heritage-farm/
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